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ORDINANCE 89-28 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, TO BE KNOWN AS THE 
“PALM BEACH COUNTY FIRE CODE”; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL 
OF ORDINANCE 88-6; PROVIDING FOR CODE ADOPTION; 
PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENTS TO THE STANDARD FIRE 
PREVENTION CODE; PROVIDING FOR THE RETROFIT OF 
SPRINKLERS IN CERTAIN EXISTING BUILDINGS AND 
PROVIDING A TIME FRAME FOR COMPLIANCE; PROVIDING FOR 
APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING FOR PENALTY, OTHER 
ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 
INCLUSION OF TH E COD E OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Chapter 633, Laws of Florida, The Board of County 
Co mmis sioners of Palm Beach County is empowered to adopt updated fire prevention codes 
for application within Palm Beach County; and 


WHEREAS, The Board of County Commissioners recognizes its duty to make corrections, 
additions, deletions and substitutions to those codes for the purpose of clarification, 
applicability, public safety and changes in technology; and 

WHEREAS, The Palm Beach County Board of Adjustments recommends that the Board of 
County Commissioners of Palm Beach County adopt the Standard Fire Prevention Code, 
1988 Edition, including those amendments contained herein; and 

WHEREAS, The Board of County Commissioners, sitting as the local planning agency, 
has determined that the proposed amendments to the Standard Fire Prevention Code are 
consistent with the Adopted Comprehensive Plan of Palm Beach County, as required by 
Section 163.3194(2) Florida Statutes 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of 
P alm Beach County that the following code be adopted. 

SECTION 1: CODES AND STANDARDS ADOPTED: 

CHAPTER 1 
ADMINISTRATION 


101 TITLE .AND SCOPE 
101.1 Title 

The following is adopted by reference as is set out at length in this article and may be 
referred to as the "Palm Beach County Fire Code". The Standard Fire Prevention 
Code, 1988 edition, recommended by the Southern Building Code Congress International 
Inc., as amended herein, shall serve as the primary organizational format for this code. 
Provisions in the following chapters and sections shall constitute and be known and may 
be cited as "Palm Beach County Fire Code" hereinafter referred to as "this Code". 


101.2 Code Remedial 

101.2.1 General. This Code is hereby declared to be remedial, and shall be construed 
to secure the beneficial interests and purposes thereof - which are public safety, health, and 
general welfare - through safety to life and property from fire, explosives and other 
hazards incident to the use and occupancy of buildings, structures, or premises. 

101.2.2 Permitting and Inspection. The inspection or permitting of any building or 
plan by any jurisdiction, under the requirements of this Code shall not be construed in any 
court as a warranty of the physical condition of such building or the adequacy of such 
plan. No jurisdiction nor any employee thereof shall be liable in tort for damages for any 
defect or hazardous or illegal-condition or inadequacy in such building or plan, nor for any 
failure of any component of such building, which may occur subsequent to such 
inspection or permitting. 
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101.3 Scope 

101.3.1 Applicability. The provisions of this Code shall apply to the construction, 
alteration, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, and maintenance of every building or 
structure or an appurtenance connected or attached to such building or structures. The 
provisions of this Code shall not apply to detached one and two family dwellings in the 
normal use and occupancy thereof. 

101.3.2 Federal and State Authority. The provisions of this Code shall be in full 
force and effect in Palm Beach County, Florida, including the unincorporated areas within 
the boundaries of any Fire-Rescue M.S.T.U. established by ordinance, and the 
incorporated areas which have not adopted ordinances inconsistent herewith. Further, this 
Code shall be applicable to any municipality which contracts for services from any 
municipal service taxing unit created by the Palm Beach County Ordinance 83-23 which 
provides for fire protection and advanced life support/fire rescue services. The provisions 
of this Code shall not be applicable in the unincorporated areas of the county which are not 
within the boundaries of any of the Fire-Rescue M.S.T.U.'s established by Palm Beach 
County ordinance, unless by a specific agreement which provides otherwise. 

101.3.3 Appendices. The appendices included in this Code are not intended for 
enforcement except for Appendix “C” and Appendix “D”, which are specifically adopted 
by sections 102.4.5 and 603.1.3 respectively. The remaining appendices contain useful 
information which is not part of the requirements of this Code. 

101.3.4 Adopted Standards. It is the intent of this code to adopt and use as 
minim um standards the bound edition of the 1989 National Fire Codes, except as herein 
modified, and excluding NFiPA 1 (one). 

101.3.5 Referenced Standards. Standards referenced in this Code shall be 
considered an integral part of this Code without separate adoption. If specific portions of a 
standard are denoted by the Code text, only those portions of the standard shall be 
enforced. Where Code provisions conflict with a standard, the Code provisions shall be 
enforced. PeAnissive and advisory provisions in a standard shall not be construed as 
mandatory. 

101.3.6 Recognized Practices. This Code is intended to prescribe regulations 
consistent with nationally recognized practice for the reasonable protection of life and 
property from the hazards of fire and explosion due to storage, use or handling of 
hazardous materials, substances and devices and from conditions hazardous to life or 
property in the use or occupancy of buildings or premises. It is the intent of this Code to 
identify and use as minimum standards, specific standards and codes published by the 
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), and other nationally recognized standards 
and code and to set the requirements necessary for the administration of this Code. If 
specific requirements within this Code conflict, the one providing the highest level of life 
safety shall apply so as to promote public safety. 

101.4 Fire Prevention Bureau 

101.4.1 General. There is hereby established a fire prevention bureau, which shall be 
under the direction of the Fire Official. The function of this bureau shall be to inspect all 
buildings and premises as often as deemed necessary for the purpose of ascertaining and 
causing to be corrected any condition(s) which may tend to cause fire, endanger life from 
fire, or any violations of the provisions of this and any other law affecting fire safety. 


101.5 Existing Conditions. 
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101.5.1 General. Existing conditions not in strict compliance with this Code may be 
permitted to continue, if in the opinion of the Fire Official, these conditions do not 
constitute a distinct hazard to life or property. 
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101.6 Special Historic Buildings. 

101.6.1 General. The provisions of the Code shall not be mandatory for buildings or 
structures identified and classified by the State or local jurisdiction as Historic Buildings 
when such buildings or structures are judged by the Fire Official to be safe in the public 
interest of health, safety and welfare. 

102 POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE FIRE OFFICIAL 

102.1 Right of Entry. 

102.1.1 Whenever necessary to make an inspection to enforce any of the provisions of 
the Code, or whenever the Fire Official has reasonable cause to believe that there exists in 
any building or upon any premises any condition or code violation which makes such 
building or premises unsafe, dangerous or hazardous, the Fire Official may enter such 
building or premises at all reasonable times to inspect the same or to perform any duty 
imposed upon the Fire Official by this Code, provided that if such building or premises is 
occupied, he shall first present proper credentials and request entry. If such building or 
premises is unoccupied, he shall first make reasonable effort to locate the owner or other 
persons having charge or control of the building or premises and request entry. If such 
entry is refused, the Fire Official shall have recourse to every remedy provided by law to 

i 

secure entry. 

102.1.2 When the Fire Official shall have first obtained a proper inspection warrant to 
secure entry, no owner or occupant or any other persons having charge, care or control of 
any building or premises shall fail or neglect, after proper request is made as herein 
provided, to promptly permit entry therein by the Fire Official for the purpose of 
inspection and examination pursuant to this Code. 

102.2 Unsafe Buildings 

All buildings or structures which do do not provide adequate egress, or which constitute a 
fire hazard, or are otherwise dangerous to human life, or which in relation to existing use, 
constitute a hazard to safety or health, are considered unsafe buildings. All such unsafe 
buildings are hereby declared illegal and the Fire Official shall refer the building to the 
Building Official for abatement by repair and rehabilitation or by demolition in accordance 
with the provisions of the applicable section of the Building Code. 

102.3 Revocation of Permits 

102.3.1 Misrepresentation of Application. The Fire Official may revoke a permit, 

issued under the provisions of this Code, in case there has been any false statement or 
misrepresentation as to the material fact in the application or plans on which the permit or 
approval was based. j 

102.3.2 Violation Of Code Provisions. The Fire Official may revoke a permit 
upon determination by the Fire Official that the occupancy or operation for which the 
permit was issued is in violation of, or not in conformity with, the provisions of this 
Code. 
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102.4 Inspections/Plan Review 

102.4.1 General If during the inspection of a building, the building or any of the 
building systems in whole or part constitute a danger to human life, or a hazard to safety or 
health, the Fire Official shall issue such notice or orders to remove or remedy the 
conditions and may refer the building to the Building Official for any repairs, alterations, 
remodeling, removing or demolition required. 

102.4.2 Change of Occupancy. If during the inspection of a building the occupancy 
of the building differs from the Certificate of Occupancy issued by the Building 
Department, the Fire Official shail issue such notice or orders to remove or remedy the 
conditions and shall refer the building to the Building Department for any repairs, 
alterations, remodeling, removing or demolition required. 

102.4.3 Plan Review The Fire Official shall examine or cause to be examined all plans 
for construction, alteration or remodeling of any structure, except one (1) and two (2) 
family detached dwellings, including any installed system, and shall ascertain by such 
examination whether the construction indicated and described is in compliance with the 
requirements of this Code and other fire related laws or ordinances. Such plans shall 
include, but not be limited to, construction drawings, specifications, computations and 
additional data as deemed necessary by the Fire Official. Interiors of individual townhouse 
living units in buildings containing three (3) or more units, shall be reviewed for code 
compliance under the provisions of N.FLP.A. 101, 1988 Ed., Chapter 22 "One and Two 
F ami ly Dwellings". All project site plans shall be reviewed under the provisions of the 
applicable sections of this Code. 

102.4.4 Non-Compliance If the plans submitted for review do not conform to the 
requirements of this Code or other fire related laws or ordinances, the Fire Official shall 
reject said plans and, when requested, provide in writing the reason(s) for rejection. 

102.4.5 Fees For all work for which plans must be reviewed, as set forth in section 
102.4.3 of this Code, as amended, and for all services associated therewith, a fee shall be 
paid as required at the time of submission of the plans or as required services are 
performed. The fees shall be in accordance with the current Palm Beach County Fire- 
Rescue Plans Review Fee, as amended, (appendix C). 

102.4.6 Required Inspections The permit holder or his agent shall notify the Fire 
Official to conduct the following inspections of buildings and such other inspections as 
may be necessary. The Fire Official shall either approve that portion of the construction or 
shall notify the permit holder or his agent of any correction to be made to comply with this 
Code. 

1. Frame Inspection: To be made at the time of Building Department inspection. 
Items to be inspected shall include but not be limited to; fire hydrant locations, Fire 
Department access, rough-ins for stair dimensions, egress windows, smoke detector 
locations and fire alarm device locations. 

2. Fire Protection Systems: To be inspected and tested upon completion of that 
system or portion of system prior to final fire safety inspection. 

3. Final Fire Safety Inspection: To be made upon completion of the building and all 
installed systems. 

102.4.7 Fire Code Compliance Once all provisions of this Code have been met, a 
letter of Fire Code Compliance shall be issued by the Fire Official to the Building Official 
prior to the Building Official issuing a Certificate of Occupancy for the premises for which 
the building permit had been issued. 
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102.5 Requirements Not Covered by Code 

Where provisions of this Code do not apply to specific situations involving protection of 
life and property from the hazards of fire, smoke and explosion, compliance with 
nationally accepted standards of good practice may be evidence of compliance with this 
Code. 

102.6 Alternate Materials and Alternate Methods of Construction 

The provisions of this Code are not intended to prevent the use of any material or method 
of construction not specifically prescribed by this Code, provided any such alternate has 
been approved by the Fire Official. The Fire Official shall approve any such alternate, 
provided he finds that the alternate for the purpose intended is at least the equivalent of that 
prescribed in this Code in quality, fire resistance, durability and safety. The Fire Official 
shall require that sufficient evidence or proof be submitted to substantiate any claim made 
regarding the alternate. 

102.7 Service of Orders. 

102.7.1 Service of Orders Delivered The service of orders for the correction of 
violations of this Code shall be made upon the owner, occupant or other person 
responsible for the condition, either by delivering a copy of same to such person in charge 
of the premises, or in the case no such person is found upon the premises, by affixing a 
copy thereof in a conspicuous place on the door to the entrance of said premise. Whenever 
it may be necessary to serve such an order upon the owner of the premises, such order 
may be served either by delivering to and leaving with that person a copy of said order, or, 
if such owner is absent from the jurisdiction of the officer making the order, by sending 
such copy by certified or registered mail to the owners address of record. This section 
shall be consistent with the provisions of Florida Statutes Chapter 162. 

102.8 Investigation of Fires. The Fire Official or his designee shall investigate the 
cause, origin and circumstances of every fire occuring in the Fire Authorities jurisdiction 
involving loss of life, or injury to persons or by which property has been destroyed or 
damaged. Such investigations shall begin immediately after the notification of the 
occurance of such a fire. The Fire Official or his designee shall assume immediate control 
of the physical evidence,shall notify the proper authorities designated by law to pursue the 
investigation of such matters and shall further cooperate with authorities in the collection of 
evidence and prosecution of cases. Every fire shall be reported in writing or as otherwise 
determined by the Fire Official, to the Bureau of Fire Prevention. Such report shall be in a 
form specified and prescribed by the Fire Official. 

102.9 Occupancy Classifications. Occupancy classifications shall be in accordance 
with N.Fi.P.A. 101. 

103 PERMITS 

A person firm or corporation shall not maintain, store or handle materials, or conduct 
processes which produce conditions hazardous to life or property, or install equipment 
used in connection with suctf activities without first obtaining a permit from the Fire 
Official. 
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104 TESTS 

The Fire Official may require tests or test repons as proof of compliance. Required tests 
are to be made at the expense of the owner, or his agent, by an approved testing laboratory 
or other approved agency. 

105 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS AND APPEALS 

105.1 General. Whenever it is claimed that the provisions of this Code do not apply, or 
when it is claimed that the true intent and meaning of this 

Code or any of the regulations thereunder have been misconstrued or mis applied, the 
owner or his duly authorized agent may appeal the decision of the Fire Official to the 
Board of Adjustments and Appeals. Notice of appeal shall be in writing and filed within 
30 days after the decision is rendered by the Fire Official. Appeals shall be on forms 
provided by the Fire Official. 

105.2 Board of Appeals and Adjustments Created. 

105.2.1 There is hereby created a Fire Code Board of Appeals and Adjustments, 
consisting of eighteen (18) members who are qualified by training and experience to vary 
the application of the provisions of this code, to act on related matters, and to perform the 
duties established hereunder. The Board of Appeals shall be appointed by the Board of 
County Commissioners and shall hold office at the pleasure of the Board of County 
Commissioners. The Board of Appeals shall adopt rules and regulations for conducting its 
business. The Fire Official or his authorized representative shall act as Secretary to the 
Board of Appeals. 

105.2.2 Subject to the provisions of the last paragraph of this section, a further duty of 
this Board shall be to review this Code and to make recommendations to the Board of 
County Commissioners for corrections, additions, substitutions or deletions to this Code 
for the purposes of clarification, applicability, public safety and changes in technology, so 
as to maintain this Code as an effective and responsible document It shall be the function 
of the Board to recommend to the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 
County, changes to this Code in the form of specific amendments to this Code. 

105.2.3 Composition The composition of the Board of Appeals shall be as follows: 

a. Two (2) Florida registered engineers, practicing in the mechanical field. 

b. Two (2) Florida registered engineers, practicing in the fire protection field. 

c. Two (2) Florida state or Palm Beach County certified general contractors. 

d. Two (2) representatives of the insurance field. 

e. Two (2) Florida state certified fire sprinkler contractors. 

f. Two (2) citizens of Palm Beach County, not eligible under other member¬ 
ship category hereof. 

g. Two (2) Florida registered architects. 

h. Two (2) Palm Beach County municipal building official who shall serve 
as an advisory nonvoting member, except as provided in section 105.2.7. 

i. Two (2) Palm Beach County municipal fire service representative who 

shall serve as an advisory nonvoting member, except as provided in section 
105.2.7. 
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105.2.4 When two members from one discipline are both present at a meeting, each 
shall have one-half vote and when either is absent, the member or respective alternate shall 
have a full vote. 

105.2.5 Terms Served. The Board of County Commissioners shall provide for 
staggered terms in the resolution appointing the original members of the Board of Appeals. 
Thereafter, all members shall be appointed for a term of three (3) years; provided; 
however, no members shall serve more than two (2) consecutive three-year terms. All 
members shall be residents and qualified electors of Palm Beach County. 

105.2.6 Any member may be removed at any time without stated cause by the Board of 
County Commissioners of Palm Beach County and any new members appointed by said 
Board of County Commissioners shall serve the remainder of the vacated terms. 

105.2.7 When sitting solely in its advisory capacity, the Board shall be known as the 
Fire Code Advisory Board and shall be composed of the same members as the Board of 
Appeals and Adjustments. Persons appointed to the Board of Appeals and Adjustments 
shall be deemed to be likewise appointed to the Fire Code Advisory Board. However, 
members serving in board composition categories h and i shall serve as voting members 
only when the Board sits as the Fire Code Advisory Board. 

105.3 Procedures on Appeal. 

a. Upon receipt of the notice of appeal by the Board of Appeals, a hearing shall be 
held at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Appeals, with notice to 
both parties, to wit: The appellant and Fire Official, at least five (5) working days 
prior to said hearing. A quorum of said Board shall be four (4) full votes. Special 
meetings may also be called by the Board of Appeals as long as the five (5) working 
days notice is given to both parties. If the applicant requires a special meeting to be 
called, the appeal fee shall be One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). 

b. Both.*the appellant and the Fire Marshal, or their representatives, shall be present 
at such hearing and may present evidence at the time. The Board shall consider each 
appeal on its own merits and shall base its decision only on the evidence presented at 
said hearing. 

c. The Board may, upon such hearing, by an affirmative vote of a majority of the 
votes present, modify the decision of the Fire Marshal. The Board's decision shall be 
in writing and a copy shall be mailed, by certified mail, to the appellant and with a 
copy to the Fire Marshal within ten (10) days after the hearing and all such decisions 
shall be final, subject to judicial review provided by law. Except as provided in 
section 105.3d, if not so modified by the Board, the fire marshal's decision shall 
stand affirmed as the act of the Board and shall be final, subject to judicial review as 
provided by law. Each decision of the Board of Adjustments and Appeals shall also 
include the reason (s) for the decision. If a decision of the Board of Adjustments and 
Appeals reverses or modifies a refusal, order, or disallowance of the Fire Official, or 
modifies a refusal, order, or disallowance of Code, the Fire Official, or varies the 
application of any provision of this Code, the Fire Official shall immediately take 
action in accordance with such decisions. 

d. In the event the Board is deadlocked in a tie vote, the appellant may request the 

Board to defer final action thereon until the next regular meeting date or specific date 

certain. The appellant shall be so entitled to one (1) such deferral as of right and the 

matter shall be so deferred and heard de novo, unless the majority then present at the 
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time deferral is requested vote for the matter to be determined upon the record only 
for the upcoming hearing after deferral. 

105.4 Decisions. 

105.4.1 Variances. The Board of Adjustments and Appeals, when so appealed to and 
after a hearing, may vary the application of any provision of this Code to any particular 
case when, in its opinion, the enforcement thereof would do manifest injustice, and would 
be contrary jo the spirit and purpose of this Code or public interest, or when, in its opinion 
the interpretation of the fire Official should be modified or reversed. 

105.4.2 Action. The Board of Adjustments and Appeals shall, in every case, reach a 
decision without unreasonable or unnecessary delay. Each decision of the Board of 
Adjustments and Appeals shall also include the reason (s) for the decision. If a decision of 
the Board of Adjustments and Appeals reverses or modifies a refusal, order, or 
disallowance of the fire Official, or varies the application of any provision of the Code, the 
Fire Official shall immediately take action in accordance with such decisions. 

105.5 Fire Marshal Order Stayed, Exception. 

a. Pending the disposition of the appeal provided by section 105.3c, or the expiration of 
the time for filing a notice of appeal to the Board of Appeals if no appeal is filed, the order 
or decision of the fire marshal sought to be appealed shall be stayed unless the fire marshal 
certifies under oath, based upon available data, that an extreme danger to life or property 
exists, warranting immediate compliance under this Code. Said certification must be 
included in the order or be filed with the Board within ten (10) days after the notice of 
appeal is filed. 

106 Validity 

If any section,- subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Code is for any reason held to 
be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of 
this Code. 
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CHAPTER 2 

DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
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201 GENERAL 

201.1 Tense, Gender and Number. 

For the purpose of this Code, certain abbreviations, terms, phrases, words and their 
derivatives'shall be construed as set forth in this Chapter. Words used in the present tense 
include the future tense. Words in the masculine gender include the feminine and neuter. 

Words in the feminine and neuter gender include the masculine. The singular number 
includes the plural and plural number includes the singular. 

201.2 Words Not Defined. 

Words not defined herein shall have the meanings stated in the NFiPA Standards, 
Standard Building Code, Standard Mechanical Code, Standard Plumbing Code or 
Standard Gas Code. Words not defined in the Standard Codes shall have the meaning 
stated in the Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary, as revised. 

202 DEFINITIONS 

Air Conditioning- the process of treating air so as to control its temperature, humidity, 
cleanliness and distribution to meet the requirements for the conditioned space. 

Alarm- the alerting of a fire department resulting in emergency response 
Alarm Business- the business of any individual, partnership, corporation or other entity 
engaged in selling, leasing, maintaining, servicing, repairing, installing or altering in any 
way any alarm system, in or on any building, structure or facility. An alarm business shall 
be properly certified by the State or Palm Beach County Construction Industry Licensing 
Board and obtain an occupational license as issued by the County. 

Alarm Signal- a signal indicating an emergency, requiring immediate action, such as an 
alarm from a manual alarm box, water flow alarm, an alarm from an automatic fire alarm 
system, a medical alarm or other emergency signal. 

Alarm System- any device or combination of devices used to detect a situation which 
causes an alarm in event of fire, medical emergency or failure of such equipment 
Alarm System, Required- a fire alarm system which is required to be installed and 
main tained as the result of Federal, State or Local Codes. 

Alarm User - any person occupying or controlling the premises of an occupancy which 
is protected by an alarm system 

Alter or Alteration- any change or modification in construction or occupancy. 

Alternative- means a system, condition, arrangement, material or equipment submitted to 
the Fire Official as a substitute, equal to or better than a requirement of this code. 

Amusement Device- a mechanically operated device which is used to convey persons in 
any direction as a form of amusement 

l 

And/Or- in a choice of two code provisions, signifies that use of both provisions will 
satisfy the code requirement and use of either provision is deemed acceptable. 

Apartment- a room or suite of rooms occupied, or intended or designed to be occupied as 
the home or residence of one individual, family or household, for housekeeping purposes. 
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Apartment Buildings- includes buildings containing three or more living units with 
independent cooking and bathroom facilities, whether designated as apartment house, 
tenement, garden apartment, or by any other name. 

Applicable Governing Body- a city, county, state, state agency or other political 
government subdivision or entity authorized to administer and enforce the provisions of 
this code, as adopted or amended. 

Appliance or Fixture- device or machine that is operated by electricity to perform a 
specific task or function and shall be know as: 

Fixed: an appliance or fixture which is fastened or otherwise secured at a specific 
location. 

Portable: an appliance or fixture which is moved or capable of being easily moved 
during normal use. 

Stationary: An appliance or fixture which is not easily moved from one place to 
another during normal use. 

Approved- approved by the Fire Official. 

Assembly- the congregation or gathering of 50 or more persons in one room or space for 
such purposes of recreation, entertainment, worship, amusement, awaiting transportation, 
instruction, deliberation and drinking and dining. 

Atrium- a floor opening or series of floor openings connecting two or more stories, 
covered at the top of the series of openings and is used for purposes other than an 
enclosed stairway; elevator hoistway escalator opening; or utility shaft used for plumbing, 
electrical, air conditioning or communications facilities. 

Automatic Dialer- a device used with or as part of an alarm system in order to transmit 
an alarm by automatically dialing a predetermined as emergency notification. 

Automatic Fire Alarm System- a system which automatically detects a fire condition 
and activates a fire alarm signal device. 

Automatic Fjre Extinguishing System- means any system which is designed and 
installed to detect a fire, and to subsequently discharge an extinguishing agent without 
hu man activation or direction. 

Automotive Service Station- a place of retail business at which outdoor refueling is 
carried on using fixed dispensing equipment connected to underground storage tanks by a 
closed system of piping and at which goods and services generally required in the 
operation and maintenance of motor vehicles are available. 

Barrel- a volume of 42 U.S. gallons. 

Basement- means that portion of a building between floor and ceiling which is partly 
above grade (as defined in this section), but so located that the vertical distance from grade 
to the floor below is less than the vertical distance from grade to ceiling, provided, 
however, that the distance from grade to ceiling shall be at least four (4) feet six (6) inches 
to constitute a basement 

Below-ground Container- a storage installation in which the maximum liquid level in 
the container is below the surrounding grade or below a backfill berm, which is at least 10 
ft. wide at the top, and then slopes away from the container at a natural angle of repose or 
is retained 10 ft from the container by a retainer wall, constructed of earth, concrete, solid 
masonry or suitable material designed to prevent the escape of liquid. 

Blasting Agent- any material or mixture consisting of a fuel and oxidizer, intended for 
blasting and not otherwise classified as an explosive, in which none of the ingredients are 
classified as an explosive, provided that the finished product, as mixed and packaged for 
use or shipment, cannot be detonated by means of a No. 8 test blasting cap when not 
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confined. Materials or mixtures classified as nitrocarbonitrates by the Department of 
Transportation regulations shall be included in this definition. 

Boiling Point-the temperature at which a liquid exerts a pressure of 14.7 psi. When an 
accurate boiling point is unavailable for the material in question, or for mixture which do 
not have a constant boiling point, for purposes of this classification, the 10% of a 
distillation performed in accordance with ASTM D 86 may be used as the boiling point of 
the liquid. 

Boil-over-ohe expulsion of crude oil (or certain other liquids) from a burning tank in 
which the light fractions of the crude oil bum off producing a heat wave in the residue, 
which on reaching a water strata may result in the explosion of a portion of the contents of 
the tank in the form of a froth. 

BTU- abbreviation for British. Thermal Unit which is quantity of heat required to raise the 
temperature of one pound of water, one degree Fahrenheit 

Building- means any structure built for the support, shelter, or enclosure of persons, 
animals, chattels or property of any kind, which has enclosing walls for 50 percent of its 
perimeter. The "Building" shall be construed as if followed by the words "or part thereof'. 
Each portion of a building separated from other portions by a fire wall shall be considered 
as a separate building. 

Building Code- the Standard Building Code with local amendments. 

Building Existing- a building erected prior to the adoption of the building code, or one 
for which a legal building permit has been issued.. 

Building Line- the line, established by the law, beyond which a building shall not 
extend, except as specifically provided by law. 

Building Official- the officer or other designated authority charged with the 
administration and enforcement of the Building Code, or their duly authorized 
representative. 

Bulk Oxygen System- an assembly of equipment, such as oxygen storage containers, 
pressure regulators, safety devices, vaporizers, manifolds and interconnecting piping, 
which has a storage capacity at normal temperature and pressure of: more than 12,000 cu ft 
of oxygen connected in service or ready for service, or more than 25,000 cu ft of oxygen, 
including unconnected reserves on hand at the site. The bulk oxygen system terminates at 
the point where oxygen at service pressure first enters the supply line. The oxygen may be 
stored as a liquid or gas in either stationary or portable containers. 

Bulk Plant- That portion of a property where flammable or combustible liquids are 
received by tank vessel, pipe line, tank car or tank vehicle and are stored or blended in 
bulk for the purpose of distributing such liquids by tank vessel, pipe line, tank car, tank 
vessel or container. 

Cargo Tank- any container having a liquid capacity in excess of 100 gal, used for 
carrying flamma ble or combustible liquids, LP gas, or hazardous 
chemicals, and mounted permanently or otherwise upon a tank or vehicle. 

The term "cargo tank" does not apply to any container used solely for the purpose of 
supplying fuel for propulsion of the vehicle upon which it is mounted. 

Carrier- persons who engage in the transportation of articles or materials by rail, 
highway, water or air. 

Cellulose Nitrate Plastics (Pyroxylin)- any plastic substance, material or 
compound, other than cellulose nitrate film or guncotton, having cellulose nitrate as a base, 
or whatever name known, when in the form of blocks, slabs, sheet or tubes of fabricated 
shapes. 
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Central Station- an office to which remote alarm and supervisory signalling devices are 
transmitted, which contains personnel, in attendance at all times, to supervise the circuits 
and investigate signals. 

Central Station Contractor- a person, firm or corporation whose principal business is 
the furnishing and maintaining of a supervised signalling service known as a central 
station system. 

Central Station System- a system or group of systems in which the operation of 
circuits ancFdevices are signalled automatically to, recorded in, maintained and supervised 
from an approved central station. 

Certificate- means a written document issued by the authority of the Fire Official to any 
person for the purpose of granting permission to such person to conduct or engage in any 
operation or activity for which certification is required by this code. 

Chemical- as used in Chapter 22, includes materials. 

Chemical Plant- a plant or that portion of a plant, other than a refinery or distillery 
where flammable or combustible liquids are produced by chemical reactions or used in 
chemical reactions. 

Chief of the Fire Department- the officer or other person charged with the 
administration of the fire department serving the jurisdiction, or his authorized 
representative. 

Chief of the Fire Prevention Bureau- the head of the fire prevention bureau or his 
authorized representative. 

Chief of Police- the officer or other person charged with the administration of the police 
department serving the jurisdiction or his authorized representative. 

Closed Container- a container so sealed by means of a lid or other device that neither 
liquid nor vapor will escape from it at ordinary temperatures. 

Combustible Liquid- a liquid having a flash point at or above 100 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Combustible liquids shall be subdivided as follows: 

Class I "liquids having a flash point at or above 100 degree F., but below 140 
degree Fahrenheit 

Class II liquids^having a flash point at or above 140 degree F., but below 200 
degree Fahrenheit. 

Class III liquids having a flash point at or above 200 degree F. 

Combustible Fiber- means any material in a fibrous or shredded form which will 
readily ignite when heat sources are present 

Combustible Waste Material- magazines, books, trimmings from lawns, trees, 
flower gardens, pasteboard boxes, rags, paper, straw, sawdust, packing material, 
shavings, boxes and all rubbish and refuse that will ignite through contact with flames of 
ordinary temperatures. 

Commodity- the combination of product, packing material and container. 

Compressed Gas- any mixture or material having in the cqntainer either an absolute 
pressure exceeding 40 psi at 70 degrees Fahrenheit, or an absolute pressure exceeding 104 
psi at 130 degrees Fahrenheit, or both; or any liquid having a vapor pressure exceeding 40 
psi at 100 degrees Fahrenheit as determined by ASTM D-323-72. 

Container- as used in chapter 18, any cryogenic vessel whether used for transportation 
or storage. 

Conversion Range Oil Burner- an oil burner designed to bum kerosene, range oil or 
similar fuel. Such burner is intended primarily for installation only in a stove or range, a 
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portion or all of which originally was designed for the utilization of solid fuel and which is 
flue-connected. 

Corrosive Liquid- those acids, alkaline caustic liquids, and other corrosive liquids 
which when in contact with living tissue, will cause severe damage of such tissue by 
chemical reaction; or in case of leakage will materially damage or destroy other containers 
of hazardous commodities by chemical reaction and cause the release of their contents; or 

» 

are liable to cause fire when in contact with organic matter or with certain chemicals. 

Crude Petroleum- hydrocarbon mixture that has a flash point below 150 degrees 
Fahrenheit and which has not been processed in a refinery. 

Cryogenic Fluids- those fluids that have a normal boiling point 200 degrees Fahrenheit. 

See table 1801. 

Cryogenic Inground Container- a container in which the maximum liquid level is 
below the normal surrounding grade and is constructed essentially of natural materials, 
such as earth and rock and dependent upon the freezing of water-saturated earth materials 
for its tightness or impervious nature. 

Cryogenic Vessel- any pressure vessel, low pressure tank, or atmospheric tank on 
which venting, insulation, refrigeration, or a combination of these are used in order to 
maintain the operating pressure within the design pressure, and the contents in a liquid 
phase. 

Decorative Material- materials such as curtains, draperies, streamers, surface coverings 
applied over the building interior finish for decorative, acoustical or other other effect, and 
also cloth, cotton batting, straw, vines, leaves, trees and plastics used for decorative 
effect, but it shall not include floor coverings, ordinary window shades, nor material 1/40 
inch or less in thickness applied directly to and adhering tightly to a base. 

Designated Storage Area (High-Piled Combustible Stock)- that area within a 
building which is designed, intended, proposed or actually used for such storage. 

Dip Tank- a ^ank, vat or container of flammable or combustible liquid in which articles or 
materials are immersed for the purpose of coating, finishing, treating or similar process. 
Dispensing- the pouring or transferring of any material from a container, tank or similar 
vessel whereby vapors^ dusts, fumes, mists or gases can be liberated to the atmosphere. 
Dormitories- include buildings or spaces in buildings where group sleeping 
accommodations are provided for more than 16 persons not members of the same family 
group in one room or in a series of closely associated rooms under joint occupancy and 
single management; as in college dormitories, fraternity houses, military barracks. With or 
without meals, but without individual cooking facilities. 

Dry Cleaning Systems- dry cleaning plants or systems are classified as follows; 

Type I - those systems using Class I flammable liquid solvents having a flash point 
below 100 degrees Fahrenheit 

Type II - those systems using Class II combustible liquid solvents having a flash 
point at or above 100 degrees and below 140 degrees F. 

i 

Type IE - those systems using Class HI combustible liquid solvents having a flash 
point at or above 140 degrees Fahrenheit 
Type IV and V - those systems using type IV nonflammable liquid solvents. 

Dwelling- a building or any portion thereof which contains one or two "dwelling units" 
intended to be occupied exclusively for residential purposes 

Dwelling Unit- a single unit providing complete, independent living facilities for one or 
more persons including permanent provisions for 
living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation. 













1] 

2j 

3< * 
4»i 

5 ■ 

6 
7 
& 
9 

1 0 
1 11 
1 2 

13 i 

14 

13 


2 0 ; 

22 

231 

24: 

23i 

26 

27 

28 

j 

29 
3 (j 
3 i 

32 

33 

34 
33 
3 6; 
3 7! 
3 8; 

3 91 

4 0! 
41! 
4 2: 
4 3 
4 41 
4 5 1 


Dust- pulverized particles which, if mixed with air in the proper proportions, becomes explosive 
and may be ignited by a flame or a spark. 

Electrical Code- the electrical code adopted by the authority having jurisdiction. (The National 
Electrical Code) 

Exit- that portion of the means of egress which is separated from all other spaces of a building or 
structure by construction and opening protection, as required for exits, to provide a protected way 
of travel to the exit discharge. Exits include exterior exit doors, separated exit stairs, exit 
passageways and horizontal exits. 

Exit Access- that portion of a means of egress which leads to an entrance to an exit discharge. 
Exit Discharge- that portion of a means of egress between termination of an exit and a public 
way. 

Explosives- any substance, or combination of substances, commonly used for the purpose of 
detonation and which, upon exposure to any external force or condition, is capable of a relatively 
instantaneous release of gas and heat. The term explosives shall include all materials classified as 
Gass A, Gass B or Gass C explosives by the Department of Transportation (DOT) regulations 
and includes, but is not limited to, dynamite, black powder, pellet powders, initiating explosives, 
blasting caps, electric blasting caps, safety fuse, fuse igniters, fuse lighters, squibs, cordeau 
detonant fuse, instantaneous fuse, igniter cord and igniters, small arms ammunition, small arms 
ammunition primers, smokeless propellant, cartridges for industrial guns, pyrotechnics, water gels 
and any material designated as an explosive by the State Fire Marshal. 

Explosive-Actuated Power Device- any tool or special mechanized device which is actuated 
by explosive, but not to include propellant-actuated power devices. Examples of explosive-actuated 
power devices are "Jet Tappers" and "Jet Perforators". 

Explosive Material- any quantity of Gass A, Gass B, or Gass C explosives and any other 
chemical compounds or mixtures thereof used as propelling or exploding material in any cartridge 
or other explosive device. 

Extension Cord (Portable Flexible Cord)- wiring of any length which has one male 

t 

connector on one end and one or more female connectors on the other end. 

False Alarm Signal- the transmission of a fire or medical alarm signal indicating an emergency 
requiring the immediate response of a fire/rescue unit(s) when a fire or medical emergency does not 
exist 

Fire Barrier- a continuous membrane, either vertical or horizontal, such as a wall or floor 
assembly, that is designed and constructed with a specific fire resistance rating to limit the spread 
of fire, and will also restrict the movement of smoke. Such barriers may have protected openings. 
Fire Cause- a condition or effect that has permitted the combining of fuel and a heat source in 
such a manner as to create an uncontrolled fire. 

Fire Department- any regularly organized fire department, fire protection district or fire 
company regularly charged with the responsibility of providing fire protection to a jurisdiction. 

Fire Division - A portion of a building so separated from the rest by fire-walls that it may be 
erected to the maximum height and area allowed for the governing Occupancy and the Type of 
Construction, independently of adjoining Occupancies or Types of Construction 
Fire Door- means a tested, listed, or approved door and door assembly constructed and installed 
for the purpose of preventing the spread of fire through openings in walls, partitions or other 
horizontal or vertical construction. (See Standard for Fire Doors and Windows, NFiPA No. 80 for 
classification and types of fire doors). 
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Fire Hazard- any situation, process, material or condition which may cause a fire or 
explosion or provide a ready fuel supply to augment the spread or intensity of the fire or 
explosion and which poses a threat to life or property. 

Fire Hydrant- a valved connection on a water supply, having one or more outlets, which 
is used to supply fire department hose and pumpers with water. 

Fire Lane- the road, path or other passageway developed to allow the passage of fire 
apparatus through congested areas (both built-up and wildland). 

Fire Line- -a line or barricade designed to keep unauthorized persons out of the area of a 
fire or other emergency. 

Fire Marshal- the individual designated as the administrative head of the fire prevention 
bureau, responsible for the administration and enforcement of this code. 

Fire Nuisance- any thing or act which is annoying, unpleasant, offensive or obnoxious 
because of fire. 

Fire Official- the officer or other designated authority, or their duly authorized 
representative, charged with the administration and enforcement of this code. 

Fire Partition- a partition of construction which subdivides a building to restrict the 
spread of fire or to provide areas of refuge, but is not necessarily continuous through all 
stories nor extended through the roof and which has a fire-resistance rating as required by 
the Building code. 

Fire Prevention Bureau- Fire Prevention Bureau of the jurisdiction. 

Fire Protection Appliance- apparatus or equipment provided or installed close at hand 
for immediate use in the event of fire. 

Fire Resistance Rating- the time in hours that the material or construction will 
withstand a standard fire exposure, as determined by a fire test conforming to ASTM E 
119. 

Fire Wall- a four (4) hour fire resistive wall which restricts the spread of fire and smoke, 
with any openings therein protected by a minimum of three (3) hour fire protective rating, 
which extendi continuously from the foundation to or through the roof. 

Flame Spread- the propagation of flame over a surface. 

Flame Retardant- any approved chemical, chemical compound or mixture which when 
applied in an approved manner to any fabric or other material, will render such fabric or 
material incapable of supporting combustion. 

Flammable Anesthetic- a compressed gas which is flammable and administered as an 
anesthetic and shall include among others, cyclopropane, divinyl ether, ethyl chloride, 
ethyl ether and ethylene. 

Flammable Cryogenic Fluids- those cryogenic fluids which are flammable in their 
vapor state. 

Flammable Gas- a gas which is flammable in mixture of 13 percent or less (by volume) 
with air, or the flammable range with air is wider than 12 percent, regardless of the lower 
limi t These limits shall be determined at atmospheric temperature and pressure. 

Flammable Liquid- a liquid having a flash point below 100 degrees Fahrenheit, and 
having a vapor pressure not exceeding 40 psi absolute at 100 degrees Fahrenheit shall be 
known as a Class I liquid. Class I liquids may be subdivided as follows: 

Class I-A shall include liquids having flash a point below 73 degrees F. j 

and having a boiling point below 100 degrees F. 

Class I-B shall include liquids having a flash point below 73 degrees F. , | 

i 

and having a boiling point at or above 100 degrees F. 
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Class I-C shall include liquids having a flash point at or above 73 degrees F. and below 
100 degrees F. 

Flammable Liquefied Gas- a "liquefied compressed gas" which under the charged 
pressure is partially liquid at a temperature of 70 degrees Fahrenheit and which is 
flammable. 

Flammable Material- any material that will readily ignite from common sources of heat; 
any material that will ignite at a temperature of 600 degrees Fahrenheit or less. 

Flammable Solid.- a solid substance, other than one classified as an explosive, which is 
liable to cause fires through friction, through absorption of moisture, through spontaneous 
chemical changes, or as a result of retained heat from manufacturing or processing. 

Flash Point- the minimum temperature in degrees Fahrenheit at which a flammable liquid 
will give off flammable vapor as determined by the appropriate test procedure and 
apparatus as specified in ASTM D 56, D 92 or D 93. 

Flexible Cord- wiring which is attached to an appliance or fixture in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s design for the purpose of attaching to a receptacle for power supply. 

Floor Area, Gross- the area within the inside perimeter of the exterior walls with no 
deduction for corridors, stairs, closets, thickness of walls, columns or other features, 
exclusive of areas open and unobstructed to the sky. 

Floor Area, Net- the area actually occupied not including accessory unoccupied areas 
such as corridors, stairs, closets, thickness of walls, columns, toilet rooms, mechanical 
areas or other features. 

Fuel Oil- kerosene or any hydrocarbon oil conforming to nationally recognized standards 
as having a flash point not less than 100 degrees F. 

Fumigant- includes any substances which by itself or in combination with any other 
substance emits or liberates a gas, fume or vapor used for the destruction or control of 
insects, fungi, vermin, germs, rodents or other pests and shall be distinguished from 
insecticides and disinfectants. 

Fumigation- the use of any substance which emits or liberates a gas, fume, or vapor 
used for the destruction or control of insects, fungi, vermin, germs, rodents, or other pests 
and shall be distinguished from insecticides and disinfectants. 

Garage- a building or portion thereof in which a motor vehicle containing gasoline, 
distillate or other volatile, flammable liquid in its tank, is stored, repaired or kept 
Garage, Private- a building which provides for the storage of motor vehicles owned by 
tenants of buildings on the premises, and with maximum undivided space used for the 
storage of not more than four automobiles, or trucks of one (1) ton capacity or less, but 
not exceeding 850 sq. feet All other garages shall be considered public garages. 

Garage, Public- any garage other than a private garage. 

Grade- the reference plane representing the average elevation of finished ground level 
adjoining the building at all exterior walls. 

Habitable Room- a room occupied by one or more persons for living, eating, sleeping 
or working purposes. It does not include toilets, laundries, serving and storage pantries, 
corridors, cellars and space that are not used frequently or during extended periods. 
Handling- the deliberate transport of materials by means, to a point of storage or use. 
Hazardous Production Material (HPM)- a solid, liquid or gas that has a degree of 
hazard rating in health, flammability or reactivity of Class 3 or 4 as ranked by NFiPA 704 
and which is used directly in research, laboratory or production processes which have as 
their end product materials which are hazardous. 
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HPM Emergency Control Station- an approved location on the premises of an HPM 
facility, where signals from emergency equipment is received 

HPM Fabrication Area (Fab Area)- an area within an HPM facility in which there 
are processes involving hazardous production materials and may include ancillary rooms 
or areas such as dressing rooms and offices that are directly related to the fabrication area 
processes. 

HPM Flammable Liquid- a liquid that is defined as being either flammable or 
combustible underjhe definitions listed in 202 of this code. 

HPM Service Corridor- a fully enclosed passage used for transporting HPM and 
purposes other than required exiting. 

HPM Separate Inside Storage Room- a room used for the storage of HPM in 
containers, tanks, drums or other means, separated from other occupancies. Such rooms 
include: 

HPM Inside Room- an HPM storage room totally enclosed within a building and 
having no exterior walls. 

HPM Cutoff Room- an HPM room within a building and having at least one exterior 
wall. 

Highly Toxic Material- a material which produces a lethal dose or a lethal 
concentration within those categories as defined by the Code of Federal Regulations: Title 
29, CFR 1910.1200. Mixtures of these materials with ordinary materials, such as water, 
may not warrant classification as highly toxic. While this system is basically simple in 
application, any hazard evaluation which is required for the precise categorization of this 
type of material shall be performed by experienced, technically competent persons. 

Highway- any public street, alley or road. 

High-Piled Combustible Storage- combustible materials in closely packed piles 
more than 12 ft high or combustible materials on pallets or on racks more than 12 ft. 
high. For cqrtain special hazard commodities such as rubber tires, plastics, some 
fl amma ble liquids, idle pallets, etc., the critical pile height may be as low as 6 ft. 

High-Rack Storage Systems- those systems that have storage over 40 ft. high, the 
placement of racks in such that aisles are not provided as required by 3608, stock handling 
is automated, and the rack storage area has no occupant load 

High Rise Building- means any structure five (5) stories or more in height or fifty (50) 
feet or more in height. 

Hotels- includes buildings or groups of buildings under the same management in which 
there are more than 16 sleeping accommodations for hire, primarily used by transients who 
are lodged with or without meals, whether designed as a hotel, inn, club, motel or by any 
other name. So-called apartment hotels shall be classified as hotels because they are 
potentially subject to transient occupancy like that of hotels. 

Hydrogen System, Gaseous or Liquid- a facility in which the hydrogen is 
delivered, stored and discharged in the gaseous or liquid form to consumer piping. The 
system includes stationary or portable containers, pressure regulators, safety relief 
devises, manifolds, interconnecting piping and controls. The system terminates at the 
point where hydrogen at service pressure first enters the consumer's distribution piping. 

ICC Container- any container approved by the Interstate Commerce Commission for 
shipping any liquid, gaseous or solid material of a flammable, toxic or other hazardous 
nature. ~~ 

Incinerator- a structure, or portion thereof, container, device or other appliance 
designed, used or intended to be used for the disposal of combustible rubbish by burning. 
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Liquified Natural Gas (LNG)- a fluid in the liquid state composed predominantly of 
methane and which may contain minor quantities of ethane, propane, nitrogen or other 
components normally found in natural gas. 

Liquified Petroleum Gas (LP Gas)- any material which is composed predominantly 
of the following hydrocarbons, or mixtures of them: propane, propylene, butane (normal 
butane or isobutane) and butylenes. 

Liquified Petroleum Gas Equipment- all containers, apparatus, piping (not 
including utility distribution piping systems), and equipment pertinent to the storage and 
handling of liquefied petroleum gas. Gas consuming appliances shall not be considered as 
being liquefied petroleum gas equipment. 

Listed- equipment or materials included in a list published by a nationally recognized 
testing laboratory, inspection agency or other organization concerned with product 
evaluation that maintains periodic inspection of production of listed equipment or 
materials, and whose listing equipment or materials, and whose listing states either that the 
equipment or material meets nationally recognized standards or has been tested and found 
suitable for use in a specified manner. The means of identifying listed equipment may vary 
for each testing laboratory, inspection agency , or other organization concerned with 
product evaluation, some of which do not recognize equipment as listed unless it is also 
labeled. The authority having jurisdiction to identify a listed product 
Lodging House- lodging or rooming houses provides sleeping accommodations for 16 
or fewer persons. Lodging or rooming houses include buildings in which separate 
sleeping rooms are rented providing sleeping accommodations for a total of 16 or fewer 
persons on either a transient or permanent basis, with or without meals but without 
separate cooking facilities for individual occupants. 

Magazine- any building or structure used for the storage of explosives. 

Magnesium- the pure metal or alloys of which the major part if magnesium. 

Marine Servjce Station- those portions of properties where flammable or combustible 
liquids and liquefied petroleum gases used as fuel for floating craft are stored and 
dispensed from fixed equipment on shore, piers, wharves, floats or barges into the fuel 
tanks of floating craft; and shall include all facilities used in connection therewith, and shall 
be considered therewith, and shall be considered as intended for servicing small craft 
Means of Egress- a means of egress is a continuous and unobstructed way of exit travel 
from any point in a building or structure to a public way and consists of three (3) separate 
and distinct parts: (a) the exit access, (b) the exit, and (c) the exit discharge. A means of 
egress comprises the vertical and horizontal travel and shall include intervening room 
spaces, doorways, hallways, corridors, passageways, balconies, ramps, stairs, 
enclosures, lobbies, escalators, horizontal exits, courts, and yards. 

Mechanical Code- the Standard Mechanical Code. 

Mini-Storage- a business premise providing designated space to persons for the purpose 
of storage of personal property by said persons, for a fee. 

Motel- a hotel as defined in the Code. 

Motor Vehicle Service Station, Private- a place, not open to the public, at which 
outdoor refueling is carried on using fixed dispensing equipment connected to fuel storage 
tanks by a closed system of piping. Such stations may be used only by an individual, 
commercial, industrial, governmental, or manufacturing establishments for fueling 
vehicles used in connection with their business. 

Motor Vehicle Service Station, Public- a place of retail business at which outdoor 
refueling is carried on using fixed dispensing equipment connected to fuel storage tanks by 
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a closed system of piping, and at which goods and services generally required in the 
operation and maintenance of motor vehicles and fulfilling of motorist needs may also be 
available. (See Standard Building Code, Section 405.4) 

Multiplug Adapter- any device that plugs into a receptacle and allows that receptacle to 
supply power to more appliances or fixtures than that for which it was originally designed, 
such as cube adapters, strip plugs and multiplug extension cords. 

Multiple Dwelling- see Apartment House. 

Noncombiistible Material- a material which meets either of the following 
requirements: 

1. Materials which pass the test procedure set forth in ASTM E 136. 

2. Materials having a structural base of noncombustible material as defined above in 

paragraph (1), with a surfacing not more than 1/8-inch thick which in addition 
has a flame spread rating not greater than 50 when tested in accordance with 
ASTM E 84. 

The term noncombustible does not apply to the the flame spread characteristics of interior 
finish or trim materials. No material shall be classed as a noncombustible building material 
which is subject to increase in combustibility or flame spread beyond the limits herein 
established through the effects of age, moisture or other atmospheric conditions. 
Nonflammable Medical Gas- a compressed gas which is nonflammable and used for 
therapeutic purposed and shall include, among others, oxygen and nitrous oxide. 
Occupancy- the purpose for which a building, or pan thereof, is used or intended to be 
used. 

Oil Burning Equipment- an oil burner of any type together with its tank, piping, 
wiring, controls and related devices and shall include all conversion oil burners, oil-fired 
units, and heating and cooking appliances but exclude those exempted by 1401.1. 
Oil-Fried Unit- a heating appliance equipped with one or more oil burners and all 
necessary safety controls, electrical equipment and related equipment manufactured for 
assembly as a complete unit. This definition does not include kerosene stoves or oil 
stoves. 

Organic Coating- a liquid mixture of binders such as alkyd, nitrocellulous, acrylic, or 
oil, and flammable and combustible solvents such as hydrocarbon, ester, ketone, or 
alcohol, which when spread in a thin film convert to a durable protective and decorative 
finish. 

Owner- any person, agent, firm or corporation having a legal or equitable interest in the 
property. 

Oxidizing Materials- substances that readily yield oxygen to stimulate combustion. 
Partition- an interior wall, other than folding or portable, that subdivides spaces within 
any story, attic or basement of a building. 

Penthouse- an enclosed structure above the roof of a building, other than a roof structure 
or bulkhead, occupying not more than one-third of the roof area. 

Permanent Wiring- any wiring affixed to a structure in accordance with the Electrical 
Code. 

Permit- an official document or certificate issued by the authority having jurisdiction 
authorizing performance of specified activity. 

Person- a natural person, his heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, and also 
includes a firm, partnership, or corporation, its or their successors or assigns, or the agent 
of any of the aforesaid. 
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Person, Ambulatory- one who is capable of leaving a fire area within a reasonable 
length of time without assistance of any kind in event of an emergency. 

Person, Nonambulatory- one who is incapable of leaving a fire area within a 
reasonable length of time without assistance of any kind in event of an emergency. 

Piped Distribution Systems- a central supply system with controlling equipment and 
a system of piping extending to one or more points where liquids or gases are used and a 
suitable station oudet valve is located at each use point. 

Plenum- mi air compartment or chamber to which one or more ducts are connected and 
which forms part of an air distribution system. 

Plumbing Code- the Standard Plumbing Code. 

Poisonous Gas- any gas of such nature that a small amount of the gas when mixed with 
air is dangerous to life. 

Potentially Explosive Chemical- any chemical substance other than one classified as 
an explosive, which can be exploded by heat or shock when it is unconfined and unmixed 
with air or other materials. 

Pressure Delivery System or Remote Pumping System- any method of 
transferring flammable or combustible liquids from underground storage tanks to the fuel 
tanks or motor vehicles whenever the pump is located elsewhere than in the dispenser. 
Process- means the manufacturing, handling, blending, conversion, purification, 
recovery, separation, synthesis or use, or any combination thereof, of any commodity or 
material regulated by this Code. 

Processing Plant- that portion of a property in which flammable or combustible liquids 
or materials are mixed, heated, separated or otherwise processed as principal business, but 
shall not include plants defined herein as refineries. 

Propellant-Actuated Power Device- any tool or special mechanized device or gas 
generator system which is actuated by a smokeless propellant or which releases and directs 
work through a smokeless propellant charge. 

Public Conveyance- and includes any railroad car, street car, cab, bus, airplane, boat 
or other vehicle which is carrying passengers for hire. 

Public Nuisance- the existence of dry and drying weeds, rubbish and waste material on 
property, lands or premises which are dangerous or injurious to that or neighboring 
property, lands or premises and which are detrimental to the welfare of the occupants or 
residents of the vicinity. 

Public Space- a legal open space on the premises, accessible to a public way or street, 
such as yards, courts or open spaces permanently devoted to the public use which abuts 
the premises, and that is permanently maintained accessible to the Fire Department and free 
of all incumbrances that might interfere with its use by the Fire Department 
Public Way- any street, alley or other parcel of land open to the outside air, deeded, 
dedicated or otherwise permanently appropriated to the public for public use and having a 
clear width and height of not less than 10 ft 

Radioactive Material- any material or combination of materials that spontaneously 
emits ionizing radiation. 

Railway- any steam, electric or other railroad or railway which carries passengers or 
commodities for hire. 

Receptacle- an electrical outlet designed for use with a plug or connector for the purpose 
of supplying electrical power r<3 an appliance or fixture. 

Refinery- a plant in which flammable or combustible liquids are produced 
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Repair- the reconstruction or renewal of any part of an existing building for the purpose 
of its maintenance. 

Safety Can- an approved container, of not over 5 gal. capacity, having a spring-closing 
lid and spout cover so designed that it will safely relieve internal pressure when subjected 
to fire exposure. 

Safe Dispersal Area- safe dispersal area shall mean an area which will accommodate a 
number of persons equal to the total capacity of the stand and building it serves, in such a 
manner that no person within the area need be closed than 50 ft. from the stand or 
building. Dispersal areas shall be based upon an area of not less than 3 sq. ft. per person. 
Safety Factor- as used in Chapter 18, the ration of the design burst pressure to the 
maximum working pressure and shall not be less than four. 

Self-Closing- as applied to a fire door or other opening, means normally closed and 
equipped with an approved device which will insure closing after having been opened for 
use. 

Small Arm Ammunition- any shotgun, rifle, pistol, or revolver cartridge and 
cartridges for propellant-actuated power devices and industrial guns. 

Small Arm Ammunition Primer- a small percussion sensitive explosive charge, 
encased in a cap, used to ignite propellant powder. 

Smoke Detector- an approved listed detector sensing either visible or invisible particles 
of combustion. 

Smokeless Propellant- solid propellants, commonly called smokeless powders in the 
trade, used in small arms ammunition, rockets, or propellant-actuated power devices. 
Smoking- means lighting, igniting, holding or possessing any lighted cigar, cigarette or 
pipe; or carrying, throwing, or depositing any lighted or smoldering cigar, cigarette or 
pipe. 

Smoking Area- means a designated area where smoking is permitted within premises 
where smoking is generally prohibited. 

Service Station- a place where flammable and combustible fuels are stored and 
dispensed to motor vehicles and would include the buildings and structures available for 
the sale and/or service of tires, batteries and accessories, and for minor automotive 
maintenance work. Major automobile repairs, painting, body and fender work are 
excluded. 

Solvent Classification- a method for classifying solvents as follows: 

Class I solvents- flammable liquids having a flash point below 100 degrees F. 

Class II solvents- flammable liquids having a flash point at or above 100 degrees F 
and below 140 degrees F. 

Class in solvents- combustible liquids having a flash point at or above 140 degrees 
F. 

Class IV solvents- nonflammable liquids. 

Special Industrial Explosive Device- any explosive-actuated power devices. 

Special Industrial Explosive Material- shaped materials and sheet forms and 
various other extrusions, pellets and packages of high explosives, containing dynamite, 
trinitrotoluol, pentaeythritoltertrainitrate, cyclotrimethylenetrinitramine, or other similar 
compounds used for high-energy-rate forming, expanding and shaping in metal 
fabrication, and for dismemberment and quick reduction of scrap metal. 

Sprinklered- equipped with an approved automatic sprinkler system properly 
maintained. See Chapter 9 of the Building Code. 
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Spray Booth- a power ventilated structure provided to enclose or accommodate a 
spraying operation, to confine and limit the escape of spray, vapor, residue and to safely 
conduct or direct them to an exhaust system. 

Spraying Area- any area in which dangerous quantities of flammable vapors or 
combustible residues, dusts or deposits are present due to the operation of spraying 
processes. They shall include the interior of or any area in direct path of spray or any area 
containing dangerous quantities of air-suspended powder, combustible residue, dust, 
deposits, vapor orjnists as a result of spraying operations. The Fire Official may define 
the limits of this spraying area in any specific case. 

Spraying Rooms- rooms designed to accommodate spraying operations and complying 
with the Building Code requirements for a Special Hazardous Occupancy. 

Standpipe- an arrangement of piping, valves, hose outlets and allied equipment installed 
in a building or structure with outlets located in such a manner that water can be discharged 
through hose and nozzle for the purpose of extinguishing a fire. Standpipes are classified 
as either one of four types as follows: 

Class I: for use by the fire department and those trained in handling heavy fire 
streams (2 1/2-inch hose). 

Class 13: for use primarily by the building occupants until the arrival of the fire 
department (1 1/2-inch hose). 

Class HI: for use by either fire department and those trained in handling heavy hose 
streams (2 1/2-inch hose) or by the building occupants (1 1/2-inch hose). 

Combined Systems: one where the water piping serves both 2 1/2-inch outlets for 
fire department use and outlets for automatic sprinklers. 

Standpipe, Dry- a system having no permanent water supply. A filled standpipe having 
a small water supply connection to keep the piping full but requiring water to be pumped 
into the system shall be considered a dry standpipe. 

Standpipe, Wet- a system having supply valve open and water pressure maintained at 
all times. 

Story- that portion of a building included between the upper surface of a floor and the 
upper surface of the floor or roof above. 

Street- any public thoroughfare (street, avenue, boulevard, park) or space more than 20 
ft. wide which has been dedicated or deeded to the public for public use. 

Street Line- a lot line dividing a lot from a street. 

Structure- that which is built or constructed, an edifice or building of any kind, or any 
piece of work artificially built up or composed of parts joined together in some definite 
manner. The term "structure" shall be construed as if followed by the words "or part 
thereof." 

Summarily Abate- means to immediately determine a condition to be an imminent 
hazard to persons and to order the immediate correction of such condition in accordance 
with law. 

System- as used in Chapter 18, any assembly of any equipment consisting of the 
container or containers, appurtenances, pumps, compressors, and connecting piping. 

Supervised Automatic Fire Extinguishing System- means any automatic fire 
extinguishing system which is constantly monitored so as to determine operating 
conditions at all times. 

Tank- a vessel containing more than 60 gaL 

Tank Vehicle- any vehicle other than railroad tank cars and boats, with a cargo tank 

mounted thereon or built as an integral part thereof used for the transportation of 
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flammable or combustible liquids, LP gas, or hazardous chemicals. Tank vehicles include 
self-propelled vehicles, and full trailers and semi-trailers with or without motive power and 
carrying part or all of the load. 

Temporary Wiring- a wiring installed in an approved manner for a special period as 
specified when approved by the authority enforcing the Electrical Code. 

Tent- any structure, enclosure or shelter constructed of canvas or pliable material 
supported by any manner except by air or the contents it protects. 

Terminal-^those facilities used by carriers for the receipt, transfer, temporary storage or 
delivery of articles, materials or passengers. 

Test Blasting Cap No. 8- one containing 2 grams of a mixture of 80% mercury 
fulminate and 20% potassium chlorate, or a cap of equivalent strength. 

Thermal Insecticidal Fogging- the use of insecticidal liquids which are passed 
through thermal fog generating units where they are, by means of heat, pressure and 
turbulence, transformed and discharged in the form of fog or mist that is blown into the 
area to be treated. 

Toxic Material- a material which produces a lethal dose of a lethal concentration within 
those categories as defined by the Code of Federal Regulations: Title 29, CFR 
1910.1200. 

Mixtures of these materials with ordinary materials, such as water, may not warrant a 
classification of highly toxic. While this system is basically simple in application, any 
hazard evaluation which is required for the precise categorization of this type of material 
shall be performed by experienced, technically competent persons. 

Unfriendly Fire- means any fire not lawfully used for cooking, heating , recreational or 
ceremonial purposes or a fire not incidental to the normal lawful operation of the property 
or the business thereon. 

Use Materials- the placing in action or making available for service by opening or 
connecting ai\y container utilized for confinement of material whether a solid, liquid or 
gas. 

Vapor Area- any area containing quantities of flammable vapors. The Fire Official may 
determine the extent of the vapor area, taking into consideration the characteristics of the 
liquid, the degree of sustained ventilation, and the nature of the operations. 

Vapor Pressure- the pressure, measured in pounds per square inch (absolute) exerted 
by a volatile fluid as determined by ASTM D 323. 

Work Station- a defined space or an independent principal piece of equipment using 
HPM within a fabrication area where a specific function, a laboratory procedure or a 
research procedure or a research activity occurs. Approved cabinets serving the work 
station shall be defined as a part of the work station. The station may contain ventilation 
equipment, fire protection devices, sensors for gas and other hazards, electrical devices 
and other processing and scientific equipment 
Writing- includes printing and typewriting. 

Written Notice- a notification in writing delivered in person to the individual or parties 
intended, or delivered at, or sent by certified or registered mail to the last residential or 
business address of legal record. 
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CHAPTER 3 


RECOGNIZED STANDARDS AND PUBLICATIONS 
301 GENERAL 

Where provisions of this Code do not apply to specific situations involving the protection 
of life and property from the hazards of fire, smoke and explosion; compliance with 
nationally recognized standards and publications shall be evidence of compliance with the 
intent of the Code. The following is a list of, but not limited to, the standard making 
agencies, associations, institutes and others providing technical services to owners, 
designers, builders and fire officials. Standards or manuals published by these groups are 
hereby recognized as representative of good practice and may be considered to provide 
guidance in areas outside the scope of this Code. The power to interpret provisions of any 
standard and to determine the applicability of standards themselves shall be the 
responsibility of the Fire Official, subject to review by the Fire Code Board of Appeals and 
Adjustments. 


American Insurance Association 
85 John Street, New York, NY 10007 
222 W. Adams Street, Chicago, IL 60606 
465 California Street, San Francisco, CA 94104 

American National Standards Institute, Inc. 

1430 Broadway, New York, NY 10018 

American Petroleum Institute 

2101 L. Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20037 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers 
345 East 47th Street, New York, NY 10017 

American Society of Heating, Refrigeration and 

Air Conditioning Engineers 

1791 Tullie Circle, N.W., Atlanta GA 30329 

American Society For Testing and Materials 
1916 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 

American Welding Society 

550 N.W. Lejeune Road, Miami, FL 33135 

American Water Works Association 
6666 West Quincy Ave., Denver, CO 80235 

Architectural Fabric Structures Institute 

f 

104 Wilmot Road, Suite 201, Deerfield, EL 60015 ; 
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Association of American Railroads 

Bureau of Explosives 

30 Vesey Street, New York, NY 1007 

Compressed Gas Association 
500 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10036 

Consumer Product Safety Commission 
800 Peachtree St N.W., Suite 210 
Atlanta, GA 30208 

Factory Mutual Research Corporation 
1151 Boston Providence Turnpike 
Norwood, MA 02062 

Gypsum Association 
1603 Orrington Ave., Suite 1210 
Evanston, IL 60201 

National Association of Corrosion Engineers 
1440 South Creek Drive, Houston, TX 77218 

National Fire Protection Association 
Battery March Park, Quincy, MA 02269 

Petroleum Equipment Institute 
3739 East 31st Street, Tulsa, OK 74101 

Southern Building Code Congress International 
900 Montclair Road, Birminghan, AL 35213 

Steel Tank Institute 

66 Dundee Road, Suite 705, Northbrook, IL 60062 

Underwriters Laboratories Inc. 

333 Pfingsten Road, Northbrook, IL 60062 

Underwriters Laboratories of Canada 
7 Crouse Road, Scarborough, Ontario, Canada MIR 3A9 
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CHAPTER 4 

i 

PERMITS AND CERTIFICATES 
401 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

401.1 Scope 

401.1.1 A permit shall constitute permission to maintain, store or handle materials, or to 
conduct processes which produce conditions hazardous to life or property, or to install 
equipment used in connection with such activities. 

401.1.2 Such permit shall not be a substitute for any license required by law 

401.1.3 A permit shall not be transferable and any change in use or occupancy of a 
building or premises shall require a new permit. A permit shall continue until revoked or 
for such a period of time as designated at time of issuance. 

401.1.4 Any person who sells, offers for sale, installs, operates, maintains or uses any 
appliance, device, equipment or system or premises which requires a permit, approval or 
certificate under the provisions of this Code shall obtain said permit, approval or certificate 
before conducting any operation or activates covered by said permit, approval or 
certificate. That person shall do all acts necessary to keep said permit, approval or 
certificate in full force and effect in conducting operations and activities thereunder. 

401.2 Inspection Before Issue 

401.2.1 Before a permit may be issued, the Fire Official shall inspect and approve the 
receptacles, vehicles, buildings, structures or storage areas to be used and the owner or 
occupant shall verify to the Fire Official that a Certificate of Occupancy has been issued by 
the Building Official for that occupancy classification. 

401.2.2 In cases where laws or regulations enforceable by departments other than the fire 
department are applicable, joint approval shall be obtained from all departments concerned. 

401.3 Applying For A Permit 

401.3.1 The application for a permit shall be made in the form prescribed by the Fire 
Official having jurisdiction and contain the following information: 

1. The signature of the applicant. 

2. A statement of the intended use of the building, structure or operation to be 

conducted on the premises. 

3. Plans when required by the Fire Official. 

4. Other pertinent information as required by the Fire Official. 

401.3.2 If the application is rejected, the Fire Official shall advise the applicant, in 
writing, of the cause for rejection, when requested by the applicant. 

i 

i 

401.4 Conditions of Permits 

401.4.1 The Fire Official shall act upon an application for permit without unreasonable 
delay and when issued such permit shall remain on the premises designated therein and 
shall at all times be subject to inspection. 

401.4.2 Whenever the provision of this Code requires more than one permit for the same 

establishment or location, such permits may be combined into a single permit, but each 

provision shall be listed in the permit. 
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401.4.3 When a temporary hazardous situation is anticipated for conditions not otherwise 
regulated by this Code, the Fire Official is authorized, based on applicable data, to issue a 
temporary special permit for the duration of the hazard. 

401.5 Compliance With Permit 

All permits issued under this Code shall require that the applicant, his agents and 
employees shall carry out the proposed activity in compliance with all the requirements of 
this Code and any.other laws or regulations applicable thereto, whether specified in the 
permit or not and in complete accordance with the approved plan and application. Any 
addition or alteration of the activities conducted under a permit issued under this code, or 
any addition or alteration of approved plans or specifications, shall be approved in advance 
by the Fire Official as evidenced by the issuance of a new or amended permit. 

401.6 Revocation of Permit 

The Fire Official may revoke a permit issued under this Code when it is found by 
inspection or otherwise that any one of the following conditions exist 

1. The permit is used for a location or establishment other than that for which the 

permit was issued. 

2. The permit is used for a condition or activity other than that for which the permit 

was issued. 

3. Conditions and limitations set forth in the permit have been violated. 

4. There have been any false statements or misrepresentations as to a material fact in 

the application for the permit or plans submitted or a condition of the permit. 

5. The permit is used by a different person or firm than the name for which it was 

issued. 

t 

402 PERMITS BY USE 
Delete Entire Section. 
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CHAPTER 5 

i 

I 

GENERAL PRECAUTIONS AGAINST FIRE 

501 OPEN BURNING AND INCINERATORS 

501.1 Bonfires and Outdoor Rubbish Fires 

501.1.5 Open burning for the purpose of land clearing shall only be allowed when 
authorized by the County Health Department Applications may be obtained at the Fire- 
Rescue station nearest the proposed bum site. All burning shall be done in compliance 
with Florida Administrative Code, Chapter 17-5 and that portion of Florida Statute 
590.12, which relates to vegetative/land clearing debris. Permission to bum may be 
declined on a daily basis by the Fire Official, when weather conditions create extraordinary 
dangers from fire. 

501.3 Incinerator Construction 

501.3.1 All incinerators shall be installed, maintained and operated in accordance with 
N.Fi.P.A. 82. 

501.5 Incinerators in Manufactured Home Communities and Recreational 
Vehicle Parks 

Any incinerator installed in a manufactured home community, recreational vehicle park, or 
permanent camping park shall be of a type and in a location approved by the Fire Official 
and in accordance with N.Fi.P.A.501A for manufactured home communities and 
N-Fi.P.A. 50 ID for recreational vehicle parks respectively. 

502 FLAMMABLE AND COMBUSTIBLE MATERIALS 

9 

502.1 Accumulations of Waste Materials 

502.1.2 Combustible rubbish or waste material when kept within a building, shall be 
stored in approved containers or in rooms or vaults constructed of noncombustible 
materials. Metal, metal-lined or other approved containers equipped with tight-fitting 
covers shall be provided for oily rags and similar materials. 

502.1.3 It shall be unlawful to accumulate or store combustible waste matter beneath 
manufactured homes or recreational vehicles or at any other place within a recreational 
vehicle park or manufactured home community, except in approved containers and 
locations. 

I 

» 

i 

502.3 Storage of Readily Combustible Materials I 

502.3.1 Delete. 

502.3.3 Where the storage or accumulation of combustible waste matter used in stores, 
apartment buildings, factories or other similar places is a hazard or menace of fire, said 
storage of such material shall be removed daily. 

502.6 Matches 

502.6.1 Delete. 

502.6.2 For storage at wholesale establishments and other locations where containers of 

i 

matches are stored in piles exceeding 100 cubic feet, such containers shall be arranged so 
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l 

I 

as not to exceed ten (10) feet in height nor 1,500 cubic feet in volume with aisles at least 
eight (8) feet wide. 

i 

502.6.3 This Code prohibits the manufacturing or storage of matches unless capable of 
withstanding a temperature of 200 degrees Fahrenheit for eight(8) consecutive hours, 
without ignition , in a standard laboratory test. 

502.6.4 Matches shall be labeled and packed in conformance with Department of 
Transportation specifications. 

502.6.5 Matches in excess of fifty (50) pounds, including the containers, shall not be 
stored within ten (10) feet of any open elevator shaft opening, open stairway, or other 
vertical opening. 

502.6.6 Matches shall not be stored within ten (10) feet of any boiler, furnace, stove, 
open flame or similar source of ignition. 

502.6.7 When cases of matches are stored in the same room with other materials or 
commodities, they shall be seperated therefrom by a clear space between piles of not less 
than eight (8) feet. 

503 FIRE REPORTING AND FALSE ALARMS 
503.2 Fire Alarms 

503.2.1 No person shall activate any fire warning system or any fire extinguishing 
system for purposes other than emergency, maintenance, drills, or prescribed testing. No 
automatic dialer shall be set up or used by any person to call the Fire Department directly. 

503.2.2 Sprinkler systems, when required by of this Code, shall be monitored by a 
central station. The subject system shall meet the requirements for a central station system 
as set forth in other sections of this Code. 

503.3 Central Stations 

503.3.1 The monitoring and reporting facility of any central station fire alarm monitoring 
system shall meet the minimum requirements of this Code when monitoring required fire 
alarm systems. 

503.3 2 Upon receiving a request from the Fire Official, the Central Station shall provide 
a copy of all monitoring records for locations noted in section 503.3.1, in a form 
acceptable to the Fire Official, within twenty-four (24) hours of the request. This request 
may be verified by a telephone contact 

503.3.3 Central stations when reporting alarms shall transmit to the fire department 
dispatch center, or other location as designated by the Fire Official, the following 
information: 

1. Complete address of the alarm. 

2. Type of call, ie. fire alarm, water flow, medical emergency. 

3. Alarm users telephone number. 

4. Central station telephone number. 

5. Name of central station operator. 

6. Change in status of active alarms, (ie. additional signals, alarm reset). 

7. Any other information as requested by the fire department. 

i 

i 

503.3.4 Central station shall certify annually to the Fire Official, between October 1 and 
October 20, that they meet theTollowing requirements: 

1. The central station maintains a listing for monitoring fire alarm systems, under the 

: 

requirements of UL-827. 
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2. The central station meets the requirements for "Central Stations" as noted in 

N.Fi.P.A. 71, 1987ed. 

3. The central station maintains a local phone number within the area of the fire 

department dispatch center, or provides the fire department with a Toll Free 
number, by which the fire department can contact the central station. 

503.3.5 Central stations which do not provide the acceptable certification to the Fire 
Official shall not monitor required fire alarm systems with the Fire Department’s 
jurisdiction. 

503.3.6 Central stations which monitor required alarm systems shall maintain a record of 
inspections and repairs in a form as prescribed by the Fire Official at the main fire alarm 
control panel, at the protected premises. Such record shall also be maintained at the central 
station facility. 

503.4 Reserved 

503.5 Excessive False Alarms 

503.5.1 The transmission of more than four (4) false alarm signals by an automatic fire 
detection system or a medical alarm system within a twelve (12) month time period is 
excessive and constitutes a serious public nuisance. No person shall permit, cause or fail 
to prevent the transmission of, for any reason by an automatic fire detection system or a 
medical alarm system used by him, or such system serving a premises of a building 
occupied and controlled by such person, for more than four (4) false alarm signals within a 
twelve (12) month period of time. 

503.5.2 The activation of five (5) or more false alarms within a twelve (12) month period 
of time will be handled according to the following schedule: 

A) The fifth through tenth false alarm shall be fmed a one hundred dollar ($100.00) 
service charge per occurance, that shall be considered a debt owed by the alarm 
user to the Palm Beach County Fire-Rescue Department 

B) The eleventh and each successive false alarm within a twelve (12) month period 
shall be fined a two hundred dollar ($200.00) service charge per occurance, that 
shall be considered a debt owed by the alarm user to the Palm Beach County 
Fire-Rescue Department 

C) The provisions of this section shall not apply to required alarm systems for a 
period of three (3) months from the date the fire alarm system is accepted by the 
Fire Official. 

D) The Fire Official shall determine the number and frequency of such false alarm 
signals and notify the alarm user of amounts owed and shall make demand 
thereof, pursuant to the provision of this Code. 

E) The 12 month period of time shall run from October 1st through September 30th 
of each year. 

F) The County Attorney may proceed by a suit in court of competent jurisdiction to 
collect said fines after demand thereof has been made by the Fire Official. 

503.5.3 Nothing in this section shall be deemed to relieve a central station systems 
contractor of the responsibility of promptly reporting, to the fire department, all automatic 
fibre detection signals transmitted from an occupancy supervised by the central station. 

i 

504.7 Fire Walls, Fire Dbors 

504.7.1 Fire walls, fire stops and fire rated partitions and floors required by this Code 
and/or the Building Code shall be maintained. All openings made therein for the passage of 


I 











pipes, electrical and the like, and holes made for any reason shall be sealed with approved 
material to protect against passage of fire. All openings through these partitions (ie. access 
doors) shall be protected by self-closing or automatic doors of approved construction, 
meeting the partition requirements. 

504.8 Posting of Fire Safety Regulations 

Hotels, Motels and similar occupancies designed for, intended for, or used by transients 
shall have an approved copy of the following fire safety regulations posted in conspicuous 
locations. * 
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FIRE SAFETY REGULATIONS 

Any person discovering any fire, regardless of magnitude, shall: 

1 . Immediately notify the person in charge of the premises, as well as all persons in 

the immediate vicinity of the fire. 

2. Notify the Fire Department. 

3. Evacuate the area by use of the stairs or other access to the outside. 

4. D& not, use elevators. Do not take time to gather personal 
belongings. 

5. If fire prohibits evacuation, keep the door to your room closed; attempt to seal the 

cracks which are letting smoke into the room; stay close to the floor. 

505.2 Classifications 

Interior finish materials shall be classified in accordance with N.F.P.A. 101. Interior 
finish materials shall be grouped in the following classes in accordance with their flame 
and smoke development. 

Class A Interior Finish. Flame spread 0-25, smoke developed 0-450. Includes any 
material classified at 25 or less on the flame spread test scale and 450 or less on 
the smoke scale test. Any element thereof when so tested shall not continue to 
propagate fire. 

Class B Interior Finish. Flame spread 26-75, Smoke developed 0-450. Includes any 
material classified at more than 25 but not more than 75 on the flame spread test 
scale and 450 or less on the smoke scale test 
Class C Interior Finish. Flame spread 76-200, Smoke developed 0-450. Includes 
any material classified at more than 75 but not more than 200 on the flame spread 
test scale and 450 or less on the smoke test scale. 

» 

505.6 Carpet on Walls and Ceilings 

Carpeting and similar materials having a napped, tufted, looped or similar surface may be 
used as interior finish on walls and ceilings only when it has a flamespread rating of 25 or 
less as determined by test in accordance with ASTM E 84, when tested as an assembly for 
its intended use. 
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CHAPTER 6 
FIRE PROTECTION 


i 

t 


602 Fire Controls 

i 

I 

602.3 Fire Line 

Personnel ©f the fire Department in charge at the scene of an emergency shall have the 
authority to place ropes, guards, barricades or other obstructions across any street, alley, 
place or private property in the vicinity of such operation so as to prevent accident or 
interference with lawful efforts of the fire department to manage and control the situation 
and to handle fire apparatus. 

602.4 Tampering With Fire Lines, Etc. 

No person, unless authorized or a public officer acting within the scope of his public 
duties, shall remove, unlock, destroy, tamper with, or otherwise molest in any manner any 
lock, gate, door, barricade, chain, enclosure, sign, tag or seal which has been lawfully 
installed by the Fire Official or his by his order or under his control. 

602.5 Obstructing Fire Hydrants 

602.5.1 No person shall place or keep any fence, growth, trash or other material within 

five (5) feet, from all directions of any hydrant. In addition a clear, minimum working 

height of seven foot six inches (7’6") shall be maintained above the area of all hydrants. 

Immediate access by the fire department to all hydrants shall be maintained at all times. 

602.5.3 Wherever the Fire Official determines that a hydrant is not readily visible to the 

arriving fire companies because of curbside parking, features of terrain, construction, 

plantings or other obstructions, the pavement shall be marked with a reflective blue marker 

to indicate thfe location. The marking shall be located in the traffic lane nearest to the 

hydrant On unpaved streets, a blue reflector shall be affixed to a post as close as practical 

to the edge of the roadway, so as to be visible. 

* 

602.6 Access To Buildings By Fire Apparatus 

I 

602.6.1 Every building hereafter constructed shall be accessible to fire department 
apparatus by way of access roadways with all-weather driving surface of not less than 
twenty (20) ft. of unobstructed width, with adequate roadway turning radius capable of 
supporting the imposed loads of fire apparatus and having a minimum vertical clearance of 
13 ft 6 inch. The access roadway shall be extended to within 150 feet of all portions of 
the exterior walls of any building and within 200 feet of residential buildings. Where the 
access roadway cannot be provided, approved fire protection system or systems shall be 
provided as required and approved by the Fire Official. The access roadway may be 
extended to within 500 feet of the most remote portion of a building protected with an 
approved automatic fire sprinkler system. When the roadway access terminates in a dead 
end depth of over two hundred (200) foot, turnarounds of the following dimensions shall 
be provided; 90 foot diameter Cul-De-Sac, 90 foot Wye, 45 foot Shunt and 90 foot 
Hammerhead. Diagrams of same appear in Appendix (E ). During construction, when 
combustibles are brought on to the site in such quantities as deemed hazardous by the Fire 
Official, access roads and a suitable temporary supply of water acceptable to the Fire i 

I 

Official shall be provided and maintained. j 

3 3 
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602.6.2 The required width of access roadways shall not be obstructed in any manner, 
including parking of vehicles. Owners and/or property representatives shall be required to 
identify and mark fire lanes. Installation of Standard DOT "No Parking - Fire Lane Palm 
Beach County Fire Code" signs and pavement markings reading "No Parking - Fire 
Lane", visible from the normal flow of traffic, painted yellow, shall be installed and 
maintained. A maximum distance of (37’ 6") alternating between signs and pavement 
markings stall be required along the entire length of the Fire Department access roadway. 
The placing of signs and pavement markings shall be subject to approval by the Fire 
Official. 

603 INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF FIRE PROTECTION 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES 

603.1 Installation 

603.1.1 The Fire Official shall designate the type and number of fire appliances to be 
installed and maintained in and upon all buildings and premises other than one and two 
family dwellings. Such appliances shall be of a type suitable for the probable class of fire 
associated with such premises. The designation of appliances shall be based on the 
requirements of this Code or State regulations, whichever is more restrictive. Such 
appliance shall be installed in accordance with the applicable standards of the National Fire 
Protection Association as referenced herein. 

603.1.3 Fire hydrants shall be provided for the protection of all buildings or portions of 
buildings hereafter constructed. Fire hydrants shall be provided along required fire 
apparatus access roadways and adjacent streets. The minimum number of hydrants 
available to a building shall not be less than that listed in Appendix D. The number of 
hydrants available to a complex or subdivision shall not be less than that determined by 
spacing requirements listed in Appendix D when applied to fire apparatus access roadways 
and perimeter public ^streets from which fire operations may be conducted. Existing 
hydrants on public streets may be considered available unless fire apparatus access 
roadways extending between properties and easements are established to prevent their 
obstruction. The average spacing between fire hydrants shall not exceed that listed in 
Appendix D, except that the Fire Official may accept a deficiency of up to ten (10) percent 
where existing hydrants provide all or a portion of the required fire hydrant service. 
Regardless of the average spacing, no point on the street or access roadway adjacent to a 
building shall be further from a hydrant than that distance listed in the last column of 
Appendix D. 

603.5 Fire Extinguishers in Auto and Trailer Camps 
Delete Entire Section. 

603.7 Fire Alarms 

603.7.1 Delete. 

603.7.2 The manual fire alarm' systems required in this Code may be omitted in buildings 
equipped with an automatic fire alarm or automatic sprinkler system covering all areas. 
Actuation of the automatic fire alarm or automatic sprinkler system shall sound an internal 


i 








1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

1 2 

1 3 

1 4 

1 5 

1 6 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

3 1 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 


i 


evacuation alarm. Provision shall be made to manually activate the internal evacuation 
alarm at a minimum of one centrally located station. 

603.9 Detailed Installation Requirements 

Standpipes, standpipe systems, hose, water supply, pumps, connections, etc. shall be 
constructed and installed to meet the requirements of N.Fi.P.A. 14. 

603.10 Wet Stajidpipes, Required 

603.10.1 Buildings fifty (50) feet or more in height shall be protected with a Class III 
standpipe system, in accordance with N.Fi.P.A. 14. 

603.10.2 Buildings containing three (3) or more floors, but less than fifty (50) feet in 
height shall be protected with a class I standpipe system, in accordance with N.Fi.P.A. 
14. The use of Fire Department pumpers to meet the water supply requirements as 
specified in section 603.10.7, may be accepted by the Fire Official. 

603.10.6 In residential type occupancies, when acceptable to the Fire Official, standpipe 
hose cabinets may have the fire hose removed and not replaced. Cabinets shall the be 
marked, "Fire Department Use Only". 

603.10.7 When standpipes are required by this Code, there shall be sufficient water 
supply to deliver 500 GPM for the first riser and an additional 250 GPM for all additional 
risers. The required GPM shall be delivered with a minimum of 65 psi at the highest 
standpipe location. 

603.11 Dry Standpipes 

Delete Entire Section. 

* 

603.13 Building Under Construction 

603.13.1 Where standpipes are required by other sections of this Code, such standpipe 
shall be installed when the progress of construction is not more than 25 ft. above grade 
and shall be extended as construction progresses to within one floor of the highest point of 
construction having secured decking or flooring. Standpipes shall be provided with fire 
department connection at accessible locations adjacent to useable stairs. All outlets shall not 
be less than 2 1/2 inches. Where construction height requires installation of a Class II or 
Class HI standpipe, said standpipe shall be connected to an approved, operational water 
supply capable of providing the minimum supply as required by this code. 

603.15 Automatic Sprinkler Systems 

603.15.4 The Fire Department shall be notified immediately by an approved central 
station facility when any water flow occurs in an automatic sprinkler system. 

603.15.5 Delete. 

603.15.8 Automatic sprinkler systems shall be installed: 

1. In all buildings five t5) stories or more in height or fifty (50) feet or more in 
height. Building height shall be measured from the highest point of the roof 
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(excluding elevator and/or mechanical penthouse) to the lowest grade level or 
lowest floor level, whichever is the greatest distance. 

2. In buildings permitted prior to October 1,1984, which are fifty (50) feet or more 

in height with interior means of egress; or seventy-five (75) feet or more in height 
with exterior means of egress; each having required stairs leading directly to the 
exterior of the building, at grade level. These buildings shall be so equipped not 
later than five (5) years from and after May 23,1988. Exception: The approved 
sprinkler, system may be delayed if an owner provides a fire alarm system, 
including smoke detectors, as set forth in N.Fi.P.A. 101 within the initial 
eighteen (18) month period from and after May 23,1988. The five (5) year 
period for total compliance with this section shall toll from the point the fire alarm 
system is installed so long as the owner demonstrates a good faith effort to 
comply with this Code. 

3. In assembly occupancies with an occupant capacity of three hundred (300) or 

more people. Exception: Churches with fixed seating used exclusively for 
worship with an occupant capacity of less than 600 people. 

4. In storage occupancies where storage height exceeds twelve (12) feet. 

5. In Hazardous (Group H) occupancies. 

6. In health care occupancies, restrained and unrestrained. 

7. In detention and correctional occupancies. 

8. See table 603 for additional sprinkler requirements. 

603.17 ADDRESS / FLOOR PLAN 

Approved numerical addresses shall be posted for all new and existing buildings, in such a 
fashion that it is plainly visible and legible from the street or roadway. 

(1) Single-family units shall display address numerals of a minimum size of four (4) 
inches and of a contrasting color to the surface on which they are affixed. 

(2) Multi-family buildings and commercial buildings shall display address numerals 
of a minimum size of six (6) inches and of a contrasting color to the surface on 
which they are affixed. When the building design allows for primary 
entrance/exit doors to be at different ends or side of the building, the address 
numerals shall be provided at each entrance/exit. 

(3) Multi-unit commercial buildings shall identify each bay, unit and/or suite by 
displaying indentifying letters or numerals of a minimum size of four (4) inches 
and of a contrasting color to the surface on which they are affixed. Such display 
shall be at both the front and rear entrance/exit doors of each bay, unit and/or 
suite. 

603.17.1 When required by the Fire Official, a floor plan shall be provided for all 
buildings. 
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TABLE 603 


Occupancy 

Classification 

S.B.C. 

-Types 

I AND II 

S.B.C. 

Types 

ni 

i 

S.B.C. TYPE IV 

S.B.C. TYPE V 

S.B.C. TYPE VI 

1-hour 

Unprotected 

1- hour 

Unprotected 

1- hour 

Unprotected 

Business 

25,500 

25,500 

21,000 

17,000 

21,000 

14,000 

10,000 

7,500 

Educational 

18,000 

18,000 

18,000 

12,000 

18,000 

12,000 

12,000 

8,000 

Factory 

Industrial 

50,000 

31,500 

31,500 

21,000 

22,500 

15,000 

15,000 

10,000 

Mercantile 

15,000 

13,500 

13,500 

9,000 

13,500 

9.000 

9,000 

6,000 

Storage 

20,000 

16,000 

17,000 

12,000 

17,000 

12,000 

7,500 

5,000 


Note: Chart Denotes the maximum area allowed,per floor and/or fire division without automatic sprinkler 
system. 
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CHAPTER 7 


ELECTRICAL 

701 General 

701.2 Abatement Of Electrical Hazards 

When any electrical hazards are identified, measures to abate such hazards shall be taken. 
703 Extension Cords 

703.3 Use of Temporary wiring 

703.3.1 During construction, temporary wiring for electrical power and lighting 
installations shall be permitted during the period of construction, remodeling, repair or 
demolition of buildings, structures, equipment or similar activities. 

703.3.2 During special events and holidays, temporary wiring for electrical power and 
lighting installations shall be permitted for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days for 
Christmas decorative lighting, carnivals and similar purposes, and for experimental or 
developmental work. 

703.3.3 When temporary wiring is attached to a structure, it shall be attached in an 
approved manner. 
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CHAPTER 8 

MAINTENANCE OF EXIT WAYS 

801 General Provisions 
801.1 Sc*pe .. 

In every building, means of egress shall be maintained in accordance with NJFiJP.A. 101, 
1988 Edition. 

Delete remainder of section. 

802 Exit Obstruction 
Delete Entire Section. 

803 Doors 
Delete Entire Section. 

804 Corridors and Exterior Exit Balconies 
Delete Entire Section. 

805 Stairways and Ramps 
Delete Entire Section. 

806 Exit Enclosures 
Delete Entire Section. 

807 Exit Illumination and Signs 
Delete Entire Section. 

i 

808 Movable Furniture 

Delete Entire Section. 

809 Evacuation 

809.3 Fire Drills 
Delete. 
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CHAPTER 9 
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I 

FLAMMABLE AND COMBUSTIBLE LIQUIDS 

901 General Provisions 

901.2 Permits Required 

Delete. 

902 Tank Storage 
902.5 Abandonment 

902.5.1 A written notice shall be given to the Fire Official prior to processes to remove, 
abandon, place temporarily out of service or otherwise dispose of any flammable or 
combustible liquid tank. 

906 Bulk Plants 

906.9 Dispensing Fuels at Bulk Plant Facilities 

Motor fuels may be dispensed at bulk fuel facilities, utilizing above ground storage tanks 
connected to a dispensing system, providing all of the following are met. 

1. Above ground dispensing tank with a maximum capacity of 6,000 gallons may be 

connected to one (1) bulk storage tank, provided fixed piping is used. 

2. Product is not capable of being transferred between tanks while fuel dispensing 

operations are taking place. 

3. Protective device to be installed to prohibit the overfilling of the dispensing tank. 

9 

4. All other provisions of This Code are met 

911 Transportation^ Pipelines 

911.1 Permit Required 
Delete. 

912 Crude Oil Production 

912.1 Permit Required 
Delete. 
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CHAPTER 10 


APPLICATION OF FLAMMABLE FINISHES 

1001 General Provisions 

1001.2 Permit Required 
Delete. 

1002 Spray Finishing 

1002.1 Location of Spray Finishing Operations 

1002.1.3 Occasional outdoor spraying operations may be permitted where the quantity of 
spraying materials used within a twenty-four (24) hour period does not exceed one (1) 
quart. 

1002.7 Ventilation 

1002.7.7 The discharge point for exhaust ducts in a paint spray booth shall be not less 
than 6 ft. from adjoining combustible construction nor less than 25 ft from adjoining 
exterior wall openings except for water spray booths. 

1003 Dip Tanks 

1003.2 Ventilation of Vapor Areas 

1003.2.3 The discharge point for exhaust ducts in a dip tank operation shall be not less 
than 6 ft. from adjoining combustible construction nor less than 25 ft. from adjoining 
exterior wall openings. 
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CHAPTER 11 


BOWLING ESTABLISHMENTS 


1101 General 

1101.1 Permit Required 
Delete. 


CHAPTER 12 
DRY CLEANING PLANTS 


1201 Permit Required 
Delete. 

1203 Equipment Required 

1203.1 Heating Equipment 

1203.1.2 For Class II or HI systems, boilers shall be located in a boiler room separated 
from the rest of the building by two (2) hour fire-rated construction. 

CHAPTER 13 

MANUFACTURE OF ORGANIC COATINGS 

1301 General Provisions 

j 

1301.2 Permit Required 
Delete. 


CHAPTER 15 
COMPRESSED GASES 


1502 Permit Required 
Delete. 


CHAPTER 16 

LIQUIFIED NATURAL GAS 
1601 General Provisions 
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1601.2 Permits 
Delete. 

CHAPTER 17 

LIQUIFIED PETROLEUM GASES 
1701 General Provisions 

1701.2 Permits 
delete. 

CHAPTER 18 
CRYOGENIC FLUIDS 
1801 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1801.2 Permits 
Delete. 

CHAPTER 19 

EXPLOSIVES, BLASTING AGENTS, AMMUNITION 
1901 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1901.1 Explosives shall be defined and regulated in accordance with Florida State 
Statutes, Chapter 552 and The State Fire Marshals Rules. 4A-2. 

1901.2 Delete Entire Remainder of Chapter. 
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CHAPTER 20 


FIREWORKS 


i 


2001 GENERAL 

2001.1 Fireworks, shall be defined and regulated in accordance with Florida Statutes, 
Chapter 791 and this Code. Exception: Public displays shall be regulated in accordance 
with this Code. 

2002 Permits Required 

2002.1 Permits for public display shall be regulated by the provisions of N.Fi.P.A. 1123 
as adopted within this Code and the following: 

Any fair, association, amusement park, other organization, individual or group of 
individuals shall apply to the Fire Official of the Palm Beach County Fire-Rescue 
Department for a permit for the display of fireworks at least fifteen (15) days in advance of 
the date of display. The application shall contain all of the following information. 

A. The exact location of the display. 

B. The number, type and size of the fireworks to be displayed. 

C. The name and qualifications of the individuals performing the display. 

D. Liability insurance in an amount specified by the Fire Official. A minimum of 
$1,000,000.00 (one million dollars), in which the County is named as a co¬ 
insured party. 

E. A nonrefundable fee of one hundred ($100.00) dollars. 

2002.2 The Fire Official or his designee may issue a permit to the applicant upon 
satisfaction of the conditions listed in section 2002.1. A copy of the written permit shall be 
provided to the Sheriff of the County. 

j 

2003 Storage 

2003.1 Sparklers and Novelties 

2003.1.1 Mercantile occupancies and other retail stores: In rooms or areas accessible to 
the public, storage shall be limited to quantities needed for display and normal 
merchandising purposes but shall not exceed one (1) cubic foot of sparklers and/or 
novelties per one thousand (1000) square feet of gross floor area. 

2003.1.2 Mercantile occupancies and other retail stores: in rooms or areas not readily 
accessible to the public and normally used for the purpose of storing merchandise, the 
storage of sparklers and/or novelties shall be permitted under the following conditions. 

1. Each pile is limited to one hundred (100) cubic feet 

2. Total storage not to exceed five (5) percent of the gross storage area. 

3. Eight (8) feet of separation on all sides of each pile is maintained. 

4. All storage of sparklers and/or novelties is to be separated and isolated from 

flammable materials. 

5.Signs must be conspicuously posted, "CAUTION SPARKLERS - NO 
SMOKING" 

6. A one hundred (100) percent increase of allowable total storage will be allowed in 

fully sprinklered buildings. 
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2003.2 Fireworks Structures where fireworks , as defined by State Statute, Chapter 
791, are housed/stored or sold shall be of non-combustible construction and be provided 
full coverage by an approved fire extinguishing system. No other occupancy which is not 
directly related to the principal use of the structure shall be permitted. Such structure shall 
be freestanding with a minimum of ten (10) feet from any contiguous building line. 

2004 Disposal of Unfired Fireworks 
Delete. 

2005 Seizure of Fireworks 
Delete. 

2006 Indoor Fireworks Special Effects 
Delete. 
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CHAPTER 21 

PREVENTION OF DUST EXPLOSIONS 

2101 Permit Required 
Delete. 


I 

I 


2102 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

2102.1.5 The accumulation of dust in quantities sufficient to create a fire or explosion 
hazard, on electric motors, walls, ledges or other interior surfaces, or on the roof of any 
building on which dust settles, is prohibited. Metallic dust shall be stored in tightly 
covered metal containers in a cool, dry place. 

2102.1.6 Every plant, factory, workshop or other premises in which dust is produced as 
a product or as a result of operation in the production of other products, in such quantities 
as to create a possible fire or explosion hazard, shall be equipped and maintained with an 
approved pneumatic or mechanical dust collection system. Such system shall be designed, 
maintained and operated in accordance with appropriate NJFi.P.A. codes and standards as 
listed in this Code. 


2102.3 Electrical 

2102.3.4 Artificial lighting in areas containing dust-producing or dust agitating 
operations shall be by electricity. All electrical wiring and equipment in such areas shall be 
installed in accordance with the provisions of the National Electrical Code, N.FLP.A. 70, 
for class II hazardous locations. The Fire Official shall have the authority to designate the 
areas requiring hazardous location electrical classification and when doing so shall classify 
the area in accordance with the classification system set forth in N.Fi.P.A. 70. 

2102.4 Fire Extinguishers Portable fire extinguishers shall be installed as necessary 
as determined by the Fire Official. 
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CHAPTER 22 

HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS 
2201 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

2201.2 Permit Required 
Delete. 

2201.3 Storage 
2201.3.8 Delete 


CHAPTER 23 

CELLULOSE NITRATE PLASTICS (PYROXLIN) 

2301 Permit Required 
Delete. 

CHAPTER 24 

CELLULOSE NITRATE MOTION PICTURE FILM 

2402 Permit Required 
Delete. 


CHAPTER 25 

i 

FRUIT RIPENING PROCESSES 

2501.2 Permit Required 
Delete. 


CHAPTER 26 

FUMIGATION AND THERMAL INSECTICIDAL FOGGING 

2601.2 Permit Required 
Delete. 
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CHAPTER 27 
MAGNESIUM 


2701.2 Permit Required 
Delete. 


I 


i 

! 

i 


i 


CHAPTER 28 

MECHANICAL REFRIGERATION 

2801.1 Permit Required 
Delete. 

CHAPTER 31 

ASSEMBLY OCCUPANCIES 

3101 GENERAL 

3101.1 Permit Required 

Delete. 

3101.5 Inspection of Exits 

3101.5.1 Exit doors shall be maintained in accordance with the requirements of 
N.FLP.A. 101, 1988 Edition. 

3101.6 Aisles 
Delete Entire Section. 

i 

3101.7 Seating 
Delete Entire Section. 

3101.12 Marking and Lighting of Exits 

All exits in places of assembly shall be identified and lighted in accordance with NJFi.P.A. 
101, 1988 Edition. 

3101.13 Overcrowding 

3101.13.1 The number of persons in any building or portion thereof shall not exceed 
the amount specified in N.Fi.P.A. 101,1988 Edition. 

3101.13.2 Signs stating the maximum occupant content shall be conspicuously posted 
by the owner of the building in each assembly room, auditorium or room used for a similar 
purpose. It shall be unlawful to remove or deface such notice. 

3101.14 Open Flame 
Delete Entire Section. 
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3101.15 Standby Fireman 

Whenever it is essential for public safety in a place of public assembly or any other place 
where people congregate due to the number of persons, or the nature of the performance, 
exhibition, display, contest or activity, the Fire Official may require the employ of one or 
more experienced fireman or certified police officers, to be on duty at such place. Said 
personnel shall be subject to the Fire Official's orders at all times when so employed, and 
shall be in uniform and remain on duty during times such places are open to the public, or 
when such activity_is being conducted. 

3101.16 Supplementary Lighting System 

Delete. 

3101.17 Vehicles/Trailers Parked Inside Places of Assembly 

3101.17.2 When a vehicle is parked inside a place of assembly, the following conditions 
must be met: 

1. Fuel tanks shall be drained to less than 1/4 of tank capacity. 

2. Fuel caps taped shut or fitted with a locking cap. 

3. "Hot" lead of battery disconnected. 

4. Fuel tanks for diesel powered vehicles need not be drained. 

5. Vehicles/Trailers powered by Liquid Petroleum Gas are prohibited. 

3102 Reviewing Stands, Grandstands and Bleachers 
3102.1 General 

All reviewing stands, grandstands and bleachers shall be maintained in conformance with 
the provisions of the applicable N.FiJP.A. standards. 

t 

3102.3 Stairs, Ramps, Handrails and Guard rails 

Stairs, ramps, handrails and guard rails shall be provided and maintained as specified 
within the applicable N.FiJP.A. standards. 
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CHAPTER 32 

AUTOMOBILE TIRE REBUILDING PLANTS 

3202 Permit Required 
Delete. 


CHAPTER 33 
COMBUSTIBLE FIBERS 


3301 Permit Required 
Delete. 


CHAPTER 34 

COVERED MALL BUILDINGS 


3401 Scope 

Covered mall buildings shall be regulated in accordance with the applicable N.Fi.P.A. 
standards. 

3402 Special Provisions 

3402.1 Unoccupied Tenent Space 
Delete. 

3402.2 MaH Displays 

When a vehicle is packed inside a covered mall, the following conditions must be met 

1. Fuel tanks shall be drained to less than 1/4 of tank capacity. 

2. Fuel caps taped shut or fitted with a locking cap. 

3. “Hot” lead of battery disconnected. 

4. Fuel tanks for diesel powered vehicles need not be drained. 

5. Vehicles/trailers powered by Liquified Petroleum Gas are prohibited. 

Delete remainder of entire Chapter. 


CHAPTER 35 
GARAGES 


3501.2 Permit required (delete). 


CHAPTER 36 

HIGH-PILED COMBUSTIBLE STOCK 


3601 Scope 
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» 

This chapter shall apply to the storage of high-piled combustible material and high-rack 
storage systems in new buildings or buildings converted to this use. Factors such as 
method and height of stock piling, combustibility of materials, fuel load and rate of heat 
release, areas and size of piles, aisles, automatic fire extinguishing systems, smoke- 
removal systems, fire protection and fire separations are considered in setting forth the 
provisions of this chapter. In the absence of specific provisions in this chapter. N.FLP.A. 

231 and 231C shall spply. 

3603 Permits 
Delete. 

3605 Fire Protection 

Fire Protection for buildings used for high-piled combustible storage shall be in 
accordance with this Code. Nationally recognized standards or guidelines as applicable 
may be used when approved by the Fire Official. 

3606 Automatic Fire Extinguishing Systems 

3606.1 General 

The design and installation of automatic fire extinguishing systems shall conform to the 
requirements of this Code and those in N.Fi.P.A. 231 and 231C. 

3607 Smoke Venting And Removal 

3607.1 General 

When smoke venting and removal is required, smoke and heat vents or mechanical smoke 
removal systems shall conform to the requirements of this Code. 

3607.2 
Delete. 

3607.3 
Delete. 

3610.1 

j 

Small hose connections shall be provided in accordance with NFiPA 231 and 231C. 
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CHAPTER 37 


! 


LUMBER YARDS AND WOODWORKING PLANTS 

3701 Permit Required 
Delete. 


CHAPTER 38 

OVENS, INDUSTRIAL BAKING AND DRYING 
3801 General Provisions 

3801.1.2 In addition to the requirements of this Chapter, all industrial baking and drying 
ovens shall comply with the applicable provisions of NJFi.P.A. 86. 

3801.2 Permit Required 
Delete. 

3802.3 Safety Controls 

3802.3.1 Safety controls, as specified in N.R.P.A. 86, shall be sufficient in number and 
substantially constructed and arranged to maintain the required conditions of safety and 
prevent the development of fire and explosion hazards. 


CHAPTER 39 

* TENTS AND AIR SUPPORTED STRUCTURES 


3901.1 Permit required 
Delete. 

3903 Fire Protection 

3903.2 Fire Extinguishers And Other Fire-Protection Equipment 

3903.2.1 Delete. 

3903.2.2 Delete. 

CHAPTER 40 

WRECKING YARDS, JUNK YARDS OR 
WASTE MATERIAL HANDLING PLANTS 

4002 Permit Required 
Delete. 


CHAPTER 41 


1 

I 
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DECORATIVE MATERIALS 
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4101 Scope 

This Chapter shall apply to all decorative materials used within all occupancies. 

4102 General Requirements 
4102.2 Testing 

4102.2.3 Woodwork, scenery and sets used upon a working stage shall be tested , when 
required by the Fire Official, with either the small or large scale tests of NJri.P.A. 701 

4102.3 Fire Retardants 

Treatments used to accomplish fire retardation shall be renewed as often as may be 
required to maintain its desired effect 

4102.3.1 Delete. 

4102.3.2 Delete. 


CHAPTER 42 

HAZARDOUS PRODUCTION MATERIAL (HPM) FACILITIES 

4201 General Provisions 

4201.2 Permit Required 
Delete. 

4202 Special Provisions 

4202.1 Fabrication Area 

4202.1.1 General Fabrication areas shall comply with the requirements of this Code for 
an HPM Facility. 
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APPENDIX C 


PALM BEACH COUNTY FIRE-RESCUE PLANS REVIEW AND 

INSPECTION FEE SCHEDULE 

The Following formula, which is based on the valuation of the proposed work, will be used 

to determine Plans Review fees. 

Each Triplex of Four-unit Residential structure $ 225.00 flat fee. 

$0.00 up to $10,000.00. Charge .5% total valuation of work. 

(This figures out to $5.00 per 
thousand dollars of value.) 

$10,001.00 to $100,000.00. Charge $50.00 for the first 

$10,000.00 and then charge .25% of 
the balance of the value. (This works 
out to be $2.50 per thousand dollars 
value for the balance.) 

$100,001.00 to $500,000.00. Charge $275.00 for the first 

$100,000.00 and then charge .125% 
of the balance of value. (This works 
out to be $ 1.25 per thousand 
dollars of the value fro the balance. 

$500,001.00 to $1,000,000.00 . Charge $775.00 for the first 

$500,000.00 and then charge .0625% 
of the balance of the value.(This 
works out to be $62 1/2 cents per 
thousand dollars of value for the 
balance.) 

$1,000,000.00 and up . Charge $1,087.50 for the first 

Million and then charge .03125% 
of the balance of the value.(This 
works out to be $31 1/4 cents per 
thosand dollars of value for the 
balance.) 
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APPENDIX C 

EXAMPLES; 

ESTIMATED V ALUATION . PLANS REVIEW FEES 


$2,000.00 and under 

$ 10.00 

$ 100,000.00 

$ 275.00 

$ 200,000.00 

$ 400.00 

$ 300,000.00 

$ 525.00 

$ 400,000.00 

$ 650.00 

$ 500,000.00 

$ 775.00 

$ 600,000.00 

$ 837.50 

$ 700,000.00 

$ 900.00 

$ 800,000.00 

$ 962.50 

$ 900,000.00 

$1,025.00 

$1,000,000.00 

$1,087.50 

$1,100,000.00 

$1,118.75 

$1,200,000.00 

$1,150.00 

**» MINIMUM FEE 

$10.00 *** 


DESIGN REVIEW: A Fee of $50.00 will be charged for Design Review of drawing or 
specification. This amount may not be refunded. 

CIVIL DRAWINGS ; A fee of $25.00 will be charged for the plans review of all Civil 
Drawings. 

WATER FLOW TESTS; A fee of $50.00 shall be paid for all Flow tests performed by 
P alm Beach County Fire-Rescue. 

RETNSPECTION FEE; $25.00 shall be charged for reinspections which require an 
additional trip to the job site by the Fire Inspector. 
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APPENDIX C 


ELA N -RE Yj SIO NS 

Pre-Permit Minor Revision; No Change 

Pre-Permit Major Revision; 10% of the Original Fee. 

Post-Permit Minor Revision: Minimum fee of $10.00 except when value 

increases (Then see schedule) 

Post-Permit Major Revision: $2.50 per page, with a minimum fee of $ 10.00 except 

when value increases (Then see schedule) 

Restamn: $1.00 per page with a minimum fee of $10.00. 

Invalid Permits: 30% of the original fee. If construction has commenced, payment of a 
fee for the remaining construction is based on the original schedule. 
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APPENDIX D 

TABLE 1 

NUMBER AND DISTRIBUTION OF HYDRANTS 


Fire Flow 
Requirement in 
GPM 

Minimum 
Number of 
Hydrants 

Average 
spacing 
between 
Hydrants (ft.) 
Notes 1,2,4 

Max Distance FM. 
Hydrant to any Pt. 
on Road or access 
way frontage, 
Note 3 

750- 1,500 

1 

500 

250 

1,500 - 2,250 

2 

450 

225 

2,500 

3 

450 

225 

3,000 

3 

400 

225 

3,500 - 4,000 

4 

350 

210 

4,500 - 5,000 

5 

300 

180 


NOTES 


1. Reduce by 100 feet for dead end streets or roadways. 

2. Where streets are provided with median dividers which can be crossed by fire fighters 

pulling hose lines, or arterial streets are provided with four or more traffic lanes 

hydrant spacing shall average 500’ on each side of the street and be arranged on an 
alternating basis. 

3. Reduce by 50 feet for dead end streets or roadways. 


4. Where new water mains are extended along streets where hydrants are not needed for 
protection of structures or similar fire problems, fire hydrants shall be provided at not 
greater that 1,500 foot spacing to provide for transportation hazards. 


5. Hydrants shall be within 500 feet of most remote portion of buildings, measured by 
vehicular access and building perimeter. 


Exception to Note 5: Freestanding buildings not less than 50’ from another structure and 
less than 2,500 sq. ft. and not exceeding 12’ in height are not required to provide a fire 
hydrant within 500’ of that building. 

Building that are classified as housing a hazardous occupancy would not be considered for 
relief of a fire hydrant 


i 
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APPENDIX E 


DEAD END LENGTH WIDTH 

0 - 200 ' 20 ' 

Over 200' 20’ 



-f— 20'—>■ 

90' CUL-DE SAC 


TURN AROUND REQUIREMENTS 

None 

90' cul-de-sac 
90’ hammer head 
90' wye 
45' shunt 



90' HAMMER HEAD 




90° WYE 


45° SHUNT 









































APPENDIX F 


TABLE 1 

FIRE FLOW GUIDE FOR BUILDING OTHER THAN 
ONE-AND-TWO FAMILY DWELLING 



T 

OTAL ARE, 

4 IN SQUAF 

IE FEET 

FIRE FLOW 

INGPM 

S.B.C. Type 

I OR II 

S.B.C. Type 

IV OR V 
PROTECTED 

SJB.C. TYPE 

mORVI 

PROTECTED 

S.B.C. TYPE 

IVOR V 
UNPROTECTED 

S.B.C. TYPE 

VI 

UNPROTECTED 

1,500 

22,700 

12,700 

8,200 

5.900 

3.600 

1,750 

30,200 

17,000 

10.900 

7,900 

4,800 

2,000 

38,700 

21,800 

12,900 

9,800 

6,200 

2,250 

48,300 

24,200 

17,400 

12,600 

7,700 

2,500 

59,000 

33,200 

21,300 

15.400 

9,400 

2,750 

70,900 

39,700 

25,500 

18,400 

11,300 

3,000 

83,700 

47,100 

30,100 

21,800 

13,400 

3,250 

97,700 

54,900 

35,200 

25,900 

15,600 

3,500 

112.700 

63,400 

40,600 

29,300 

18,000 

3,750 

128,700 

72,400 

46,400 

33,500 

20,600 

4,000 

145,900 

82,100 

52,500 

37,900 

23,300 

4,250 

164,200 

92,400 

59,100 

42,700 

26,300 

4,500 

183,400 

103,100 

66,000 

47,700 

29,300 

4,750 

203,700 
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APPENDIX F 

FIRE-FLOW REQUIREMENTS FOR BUILDINGS 


1. SCOPE - This appendix is the procedure for determining fire-flow for all buildings or 
portions of building hereafter constructed. This appendix is not intended to apply to 
structures other than buildings. The fire-flow requirement is the quantity of water in gallons 
per minute need to control an anticipated fire in a building or group of buildings. 


2. DEFINITIONS- Fire Area is the total floor area in square feet for all floor levels 
within the exterior walls, or under the horizontal projection of the roof of a building. Each 
portion of a building separated by one or more four-hour area separation walls with no 
openings and provided with a 30-inch parapet constructed in accordance with the Building 
Code may be considered as separate fire areas the purposes of determining the required fire 
flow. 


3. MODIFICATIONS- Fire -flow requirements may be modified downward for isolated 
buildings or group fires or group of buildings in rural areas or small communities where the 
development of full fire-flow requirements in impractical. 

Fire flow may be modified upward where conditions indicate an unusual susceptibility to 
group fires or conflagrations. An upward modification shall not be more than twice required 
for the building under consideration. 


4. FIRE-FLOW REQUIREMENTS FOR BUILDING - The minimum fire-flow 
requirements for one-and-two-family dwellings shall be 1,000 gallons per minute. The fire 
flow requirements for all other buildings shall be based on contruction type as indicated in 
Appendix F, Table 1. 

EXCEPTION: The required fire flow may be reduced up to 50% when the building is 
provided with an approved automatic sprinkler system, but in no case less than 750 gallons 
per minute. In Types I and 13 construction, only the three largest successive floor, areas shall 
be used. 
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SECTION 2. APPLICABILITY: 

(A) This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect in Palm Beach County, Florida, 
including the unincorporated areas within the boundaries of any Fire-Rescue MSTU 
established by ordinance, and the incorporated areas which have not adopted ordinances 
inconsistent herewith. Further this Ordinance shall be applicable to any Municipality which 
contracts for services from any municipal service tax unit created by Palm Beach County 
Ordinance 83-23 which provides for fire protection and advanced life support/fire rescue 
services. 


(B) Notwithstanding subsection (A) above, this article shall not be applicable in the 
unincorporated areas of the county which are not within the boundaries of any of the Fire- 
Rescue established by Palm Beach County ordinances. 

SECTION 3. PENALTY, OTHER ENFORCEMENT: A violation of this Ordinance shall 
be punishable as provided by law. This Ordinance may also be enforced by way of the Palm 
Beach County Code Enforcement Boards. 

SECTION 4 REPEAL OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT: Ordinance 88-6, the Palm 
Beach County Fire Code is hereby repealed. 

SECTION 5 REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT: All local laws and ordinances applying 
to the unincorporated area of Palm Beach County in conflict with any provisions of this 
Ordinance are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 6 SEVERABILITY: If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase or word 
of this Ordinance is for any reason held by the Court to be unconstitutional, inoperative or 
void, such holding shall not affect the remainder of this Ordinance. 


SECTION 7 INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES: The 
provisions of this ordinance shall become and be made a part of the code of laws and 
ordinances of Palm Beach County, Florida. The Sections of the ordinance may be 
renumbered or relettered to accomplish such, and the word “ordinance” may be changed to 
“section”, “article”, or any other appropriate word. 

SECTION 8 EFFECTIVE DATE: The provisions of this ordinance shall become effective 
January 1, 1990. 

APPROVED AtyD ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 
County, Florida-on the 2lst day of November _ , 19_££j.. 


PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 


By: 


\ i*.Lt 


JJ. 





... 


APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 


.a ... 

JOHN * 

Boardgf Cojinty Qoh'tjjil&ionSr? 






% 


UTY t. ^ 

' * :: 
• s. 


<7W0* ^ 




By._ 

County Attorney 

ACKNOWLEDGED by the Department of State, State of Florida on the 30 th day of 
November 19 89 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT received from the Department of State, State of Florida on the 

5 th day of December _, 19 89 at 8 = 39 _A_.M. and filed in the 

office of the Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners. 



bs a true and corbel fifed i£! 

my of/ics on _| 

DATED at Wait P&ffc ckaafCi K cn. uZ 
•OHN SrbLJi^Si r E^d , <3;^''- • „ ' ^ 
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